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Abstract: This article examines the historical context of the emergence, rise, and flourishing of the site of Qaryat al-
Faw (also known as Talw or Dhat Kahl in Sabaean inscriptions) around the 3rd century BCE. It also explores the
role of the frankincense trade in establishing strong relationships with the kingdoms of southern Arabia and the major
cities of eastern and northern Arabia. This is confirmed by archaeological and epigraphic evidence from Qaryat al-
Faw, such as the presence of the Minaeans, who established a trading post and built a temple to their gods. The article
also discusses the role of the Najrdn kingdom through its alliances with the tribes of Amir and Muha'mir, with whom
Qaryat al-Faw formed a tribal confederation around the 2nd century BCE. According to a recent inscription from
Qaryat al-Faw, this confederation established the kingdom of "Dhakir, Amir, and Muha'mir." Qaryat al-Faw also
witnessed new political transformations, marked by the successive emergence of independent political centers: the
kingdoms of Qahtan and Madhhij (around the 1st century CE) and Qahtdn and Kinda (around the 3rd century CE).
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