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Abstract: The earliest cemeteries date back to the Paleolithic period, approximately 3.3 million years ago, and 11,650
vears ago. In this era, the burial grounds of the deceased became a tradition, justifying tombs as means of protection;
thus, making it a community practice. In the Paleolithic era, the deceased would often be buried with some of their
personal belongings, reflecting the belief that they would be living in another realm. Therefore, the tomb, whose
purpose was to protect the body, acquired a special status as a place imbued with identity and linked to belief and
tradition. The beginnings of religious structures in prehistoric times can evidently be seen in the development of the
architecture and construction of cemeteries during the Paleolithic, Bronze, and Iron Ages. Examples of Paleolithic
cemeteries can be found in Sudan and Bronze and Iron Age cemeteries in Oman. Furthermore, the development of
cultural thought, in turn, influenced the engineering and architectural evolution of religious structures in later periods
of human history. For example, religious structures appeared in the pre-Christian era, beginning with the Stone Age

tombs, to which humans added a religious attribute and identity.
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