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Abstract. This study examined three artifacts inscribed with South Arabian Musnad inscriptions, currently housed in
the National Museum of Asian Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. (plate 1). The goal of this essay was
to highlight their archaeological and linguistic significance. The first artifact (LTS2023.3.3a-b) was a silver-lidded
vessel. The second artifact (LTS2023.2.3), was a large bronze bowl. Both were likely part of the Treasures of Wadr
Dura! Both objects are distinguished by their artistic beauty, unique in their type and crafismanship. The discovery of
such artifacts, made from precious materials such as bronze and silver in ancient Yemen-particularly within the Wadr
Dura-is remarkable. Both can be associated with a broader collection of metal artifacts that were either imported or

locally produced in imitation of ancient Greek and Roman models.

The third object (LTS2023.3.2) was an alabaster statue of an ibex, likely originating from the ancient city of Nasan
in Wadr Al-Jawf. This statue stands out as one of the rare ibex representations, remarkable for its shape and size.
Through an archaeological and linguistic analysis, the essay demonstrated the significance of these three artifacts
in terms of the materials used in their manufacture and their decoration with unique ornamental elements, including
animal, floral, geometric, and epigraphic motifs. Furthermore, the study identified new personal names and linguistic

features previously unrecorded in Musnad inscriptions.
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