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Abdgract. The archaeological excavations carried out since 1984 at the Nabataean site of Khirbet
edh-Dharih, some 70 km north of Petra, led to important results the study of which will shed light on
ditferent aspects of the social and religious life of the Nabatacans outside their capital Petra. The
present research is a partial contribution to the study of the religion of the Nabataeans through the
archaeological vestiges of Khirbet edh-Dharih, especially the sanctuary. Particular interest is devoted
to the temple and its main features, which reflect the cult and rituals practiced in the holy of holies. In
order to highlight the varied aspects of the Nabataean religion, especially during the transitional peri-
od that followed the annexation of Petra by the Romans, two main religious contexts have been studied:
the square cultic platform and its elements which characterize the adytum and reflect the ancestral tra-

dition, and the facade of the temple which seems to emanate from another tradition.
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