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Abgtract. The Sudan's history is characterized by its unique cultural heritage. Through the discipline of
archaeology most of this heritage has been uncovered and allowed us to recognize the aspects of one of the
most important civilizations of ancient Sudan, the Kushite kingdom of Napata (850-300 BC). The early
years of the 20th century witnessed handful of excavations, analyses and explanations of the remains of
that civilization. Unfortunately, most of these interpretations were affected by the general theoretical trend
at that time which attributes cultural changes to the diffusion, migration, or racial interpretation. The Situ-
ation has started to change with the developments achieved in theories, methods and techniques of archae-
ology whereby the last decades of the 20th century have witnessed new Steps towards the understanding of
Sudanese civilizations. This pgper attempts to evaluate these developments in Sudanese archaecology and
to link it to the general development of the discipline of archacology.
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