ey

Adumatu

SHIdIE oM wWi's JIWHHT [(A]
(AP wouo ] (M o W

o Lo Bunial) iyl sl U ip - 3 Sl I Jo¥) oyl Bie cdlaingy Bl agin 0 Lilslandl Ala Y cdesinl yyadde
i yae Jid Lo I Al gha 8 AL 5 o L ol 28500 a1 539 & pageadl YN jmd iae Blung jad Baes jac Lled
iy La o632 V) Bl e Wy ol cculd peudl s Lgialad ogadlins @S aslaidl 2ladi¥l o alin ¥l ol coansinl 43y . 2LS])

ol Gy @il cai )| BV S50y Il et Y1 Gl OIS Lagyy - Bunlndl 2SI 5 I 3l a3 s esylait] dolitl a3
el ALY 0 e T5alloly palatly cibilseml asnys s ¥y elae ¥l jbling (s golls @il Jolie (alin ¥ Lgy @jlial Gl cag I
LSO ay rolaall 31l Jals Lol 431 3 LS allad 1Sy - Ihaally o] Ak 5T el oo Lgii iy asliand o aSg
062 Ugguug die yoaill dia jues sia gl el 3Ll sad) @y ity csbaaall Gsuyall Lganseinl S ((pictographic) oy suat!
2 sl Byylinn ol 515 (e ALAL Rpala Alial audy 5o i -3 B IV I yuns B Al slacs 91 Al Y1 0 l5 gy - die 23l

el GiaY1 3 Al Aalaie

Abstract. Cylinder seals were discovered in central and southern Iraq in the first quarter of the third
millennium B.C., during the time falling between the end of Jamdat Nasr period and the beginning of
that of the Sumerian dynasties. The Mesopotamian man knew cylinder seals before having known writ-
ing. Merchants and business people used those seals in their commercial activities to insure their goods
against theft and to distinguish their properties from those of others. This fact indicates increasing com-
mercial traffic and growing sense of personal ownership and identity. Again, the characteristics of
those seals might have reflected the traits of those who used them. The drawings and engravings on
those seals were mainly of religious nature, and included scenes of offerings to the gods, enemies, pris-
oners of war, different animals, and birds. Those seals were so intricately knitted that they were named
"Brocade" because they were similar to knitted straw mats and baskets. Those seals, however, repre-
sented an early form of writing in Mesopotamia; and ancient Iraqi writing was a form of pictography
similar to the system of writing used by ancient Egyptians. In Egypt, the history of cylinder seals goes
back to the third millenium B.C. and thus presents a classic example of mutual cultural influences in the
region of the Near East.
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