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Abstract. This paper presents a critical evaluation of the available literature on the stone ages of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It discusses the cultural characteristics of the main prehistoric periods as
they have been deduced from various archaeological components. The prehistoric cultural achieve-
ments of the prehistoric populations in the kingdom are compared with those of neighbouring regions.
The paper shows the richness of the kingdom's Stone Age cultures as they are reflected in stone tools

manufacture, rock art, dwellings and changing adaptive settlement systems, pointing at the same time
to areas that need further clarification. It finally concludes with a summary of the cultural sequences
along with a number of suggestions for future research.
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