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Fig. 6-View of stone installation from MPS 10, looking west
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�h∫ أفـضى مـسح حـديث Ġـنطـقـة "مـهرة" في الـيـمنĒ إلى جـمع مـشغـولات حـجـرية غـنـيـة بالأدوات والأنـصـال ثـنائـيـة الـوجة. ويـشـير∫h�K?�K?�

Ĥلا تـرتبـط بتـقـالـيـد الـنّـصل الـعائـد إلى الـعـصـر الحـجـري الـقد Ēالـتـحـلـيل الـتـكـنولـوجي لمجـمـوعـة "مـهـرة" إلى صـنـاعة أنـصـال بـسـيـطـة
الأعـلىĒ الذي وجـد في صحـاري شمـال شبه الجـزيرة الـعربـية. فـضمن المجـموعـة توجـد نسـبة كـبيـرة منـها تـتألف من أدواتĒ اخـتصت
بثـنائـية الوجهĒ واتـسمت بـأشكال زورقـية مـستويـة العـارضة. وقد أكـتُشف مـثل هذا النـوع من الأدواتĒ في كافـة أرجاء عُـمــان. ويعـتقد
أن هــذه الأدواتĒ تـرتــبط بـالحــقـبــة الـرطــبـة الحــديـثـة الأولـىĒ أو الـوسـيــطـةĒ الــتي دامت من ٠٠٠Ģ١٠ إلى ٠٠٠Ģ٥ ســنـةĒ قــبل الـوقت

الحاضر  (اĠتعارف عليه لدى الباحثě بسنة ١٩٥٠م).

Oman, which are similar in shape and tech-
nology to the plano-keeled naviforms found
in Mahra.  These pieces were found in con-
junction with a blade industry, similar to the
Mahra findings.  Smith (1977) reports bifa-
cially worked plano-keeled pieces from
southeast Oman.  Whalen (personal commu-
nication) describes artifacts fitting this
description found in a survey along the Wadi
Ghadun in southwestern Oman.  It should be
noted that this tool type has not yet been
found west of Mahra.  It may be that the dis-
tribution of this industry is limited to Oman
and eastern Yemen. 

Based on the consistent presence of plano-
keeled naviform tools, it is clear the ten relic
terrace sites discovered on this survey are
homogenous.  It is yet to be determined, how-
ever, to which phase of time these collections
can be attributed.  An analysis of the blade
technology excludes certain periods.  The
blades were produced by hard hammer percus-
sion, forming 90-degree platform angles on
unabraded and unmodified striking platforms.

In addition, there were no core tablets associat-
ed with these surface collections.  This pattern
suggests that the Mahra technology does not
have affinities with the Upper Palaeolithic
blade technology of northern Arabia (Coinman
1997), ruling out a later Pleistocene age for
these artifacts.

The aforementioned Omani assemblages are
posited to fall somewhere between the late Pa-
laeolithic and post-Palaeolithic periods.  In
considering current palaeoenvironmental data,
it is unlikely early human populations would
have inhabited marginal environments in south-
ern Arabia between 30,000 and 17,000 B.P.
This phase was one of the driest the Arabian
Peninsula has ever been subjected to, more arid
than the present day.  The bracket for the Mah-
ra lithic industry, thus, can be narrowed to
sometime after 17,000 B.P.  It is suggested
these occurrences roughly coincide with a pro-
nounced wet-phase during the early and middle
Holocene, lasting from ca. 10,000 to 5,000 B.P.
(Wilkinson 1997).
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