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Abstract. Relying on recovered early Arabic inscriptions, this paper addresses and analyzes the various
approaches and ways Arabs had used in assigning dates to record and commemorate their salient his-
torical events during their pre-Islamic periods. In addition to the common dating process by reference
to the reigns of their kings or by employing the Saloki calendar or the Calendar of Busra, these various
approaches include dating by means of striking events and battles as well as by means of situations and
incidents relating to eminent men. Then these follows an analytical application based on a number of
Arabic inscriptions dating back to a period spanning three hundred years: 267 to 568 AD. The study
highlights the most important ways of dating shown in these inscriptions, especially the Nabatean sym-
bols of numerical values, the dating structures that have Nabatean numerical references, along with an
exposition of rules and frames of reference followed in this regard.
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