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Fig. 5 : Site 3.

Fig. 6 : Site 55.

Fig. 7 : Site 59.
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Fig. 8 : Site 63.

Fig. 9 : Site 64.

sponding artefact classification at Shuwayh-
tiyah in northern Arabia. Between those two
geographical extremes, each harboring Lower
Pleistocene sites, are numerous Early and Mid-
dle Acheulean sites scattered throughout the
peninsula. A comprehensive survey program
undertaken in Saudi Arabia between the years
1976 and 1980, revealed many Acheulean sites
in addition to Mousterian and Upper Palaeo-
lithic exposures. Strangely, sites of Upper
Acheulean affiliation were seldom encountered
suggesting a partial evacuation of the peninsula
at that time.

Distinction between Early and middle
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Acheulean in Arabia is justified on the basis of
tool types, tool frequencies, and method of
manufacture. The Levallois technique appeared
in Arabia during the Middle Acheulean just as
polyhedrons were phasing out and the tech-
nique of tool production was shifting toward
soft hammer. A survey of eastern Jordan along
the Wadi al Sirhan in 1999 confirmed the di-
chotomy between the Early and Middle Acheu-
lean. In Jordan, as in Oman, the earlier period
concentrated on the production of choppers
with a few bifaces in contrast to Middle Acheu-
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lean, which favored the reverse (Whalen and
Kolly 2001). Some changes in adaptation, per-
haps triggered by environmental constraints,
seem to have taken place in the Arabian Penin-
sula during the transition between the Early
and Middle Acheulean. While many cultural
activities and practises apparently remained in-
tact, new patterns of adaptation were being de-
veloped, as reflected in the stone tool invento-
ry, the better to cope more efficiently with
changing environmental conditions.
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