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Abstract. This brief study introduces two Libyan tribes and their role as commercial and cultural medi-
ator between, on the one hand, North Africa and the World of Qartaj (Carthage) and, on the other, the
world beyond the desert. Though the Greek historian Herodotus did mention, in book 1V, various Lib-
yan tribes, this study concentrates on the Garamantians and Nasamonians tribes. It draws on many old

texts, engravings, and pictorial elements such as paintings and rock carvings embroidering desert

mountains and caves, especially those found in Tassili in Algeria and Fezzan in Libya, in addition to the

mosaic plate recently found in Zlitan in Libya. This contribution not only seeks to reopen the dossier of

the Libyan tribes, but also to add the topic to the interests of research in the Arab world.
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AJA: American journal of Archaeology.

BIFAN: Bulletin de I’Institut Francais
d’Afrique noire.

CNRS: Centre National de la Recherche

scientifique.

¢4

CRAI: Compres rendus de 1’ Acdedie des In-
scriptions et Belles Lettres.

Lib Stud : Libyan Studies.

QAL: Quaderni di Archeologia della Libia.

Rev. Afric: Revue Africaine.
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