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Abstract. This paper examines the implications and significance of the marine shells retrieved from archaeological
sites and shell-middens in Oman. It attempts to cast light on molluscs, their habitats and geography, and looks into
the archaeological sites and shell middens in Oman during the Stone Age, Bronze Age and the Iron Age. The paper
explores the use of molluscs for food, personal decoration, and tools, and discusses their relation to the people’s
spiritual beliefs. It uses the archaeological evidence and the practices of traditional societies. It is beyond doubt that
man has made a culture for marine shells since early times. And this paper looks into how prehistoric groups used

molluscs economically, culturally and spiritually in their life.
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