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Abstract: Changes in theories and methodologies have touched fundamentally the epistemological agenda of both
“natural” and social sciences, including the discipline of archaeology, since the seventeenth century. Overall, such
transformations concentrate on better understanding or explanation of the overall behavioral diversity of humans
in the past. The connection between philosophy and archaeology is associated with the perception of the reality of
the world and the methodologies applied in the interpretation of its constituent “things”. Two main methodological
approaches emerged in the study of the “past”: the rationalist objectivity and the hermeneutics. This paper aims
to clarify the epistemological dialecticism about the past, produced by these two theoretical and methodological
approaches. Moreover, it explores how to identify the nature of the past which has become part of the social agenda in
the present. Therefore, this research epistemologically integrates the various thinking trends as these have formed the

epistemological framework from which archaeologists derive the methodology for explaining or understanding the past.
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