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Abstract: This study highlights one neglected aspect of the leading role the Moors (Moriscans) played in cultural and

economic spheres in the “Middle Maghreb” (Algeria), as it was commonly known in the Middle Ages, and “Algiers

Regency” as it came to be known in contemporary times. Those Andalusian immigrants, who were forced to leave

after the fall of Granada (the last bastion for Muslims in the Iberian Peninsula), contributed immensely to reviving

professional handcrafts and farming of mulberry and sericulture for the cultivation of silk with which to embroider

valuable clothes for both men and women alike. Within this mainframe, some of those immigrants settled in a rural

area, not very far from the coastline, in the region of the minor Kabylie (Tribes), to the east of Algiers. There, they

distinguished the area for an urban artful craft, never known before in other parts of Algeria; namely, the colorfully

enameled silver jewelry, a rare craft then and now. Today, this exceptional craft, along with similar others, is seriously

threatened by extinction.
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