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Abstract: Most inscriptions of curses found in Hegra aimed at the protection of burials. These spells are cast against
whoever may defile or mess up with the graves, be that in selling, renting, or making use of the grave or its contents,
or altering the inscription it bears. The imprecations followed similar forms and served similar ends. They all invoke
either direct or indirect punishment. The direct punishment involves some material fine to be paid to the deity, clergy
cast, or governor. The indirect invokes that the culprit be damned by one or a group of deities if he violated any of what
the inscription demanded. Curses, therefore, are divided into two types. The first addresses those where word “damn”

appears; the second deals with those in which the curse is implied even though the word as such does not appear. All

imprecations have been compared to those known in the ancient Near East.
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