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Abstract: Archaeological excavations in Qaryat al-Fau enabled us to map out the town’s historical periods between
the fourth century B.C. and the fourth century A.D. The fact that the town was frequented by many tribes (as permanent
or impermanent settlers) led to our attempt to relate the historical periods to the corresponding settled tribes. Southern
texts relating to Qaryat Tat Kehl assigned the rulers to the tribe of Kinda; especially during the A.D. periods, and
even named some of them. One of those was Mo'awiya bin Rabi'ah, king of Qahtan and Mutheg. As a name, Mutheg,
however, appeared among the names of tribes and of places through which, according to al-Namarah inscription,
Imru’ al-Qais, travelled on his way to Najran. Now, would Kinda, to Southern standpoint, have been the name or title
of Qahtan and named the State that first ruled in Qaryat, then ruled in the North where the name Qahtan ultimately

remained ensconced? Other tribes have a clear presence; however, it is not clear whether that presence was political

or economic necessitated by the location of Qaryat. That is the question!
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