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Abstract: In 2002 an impressive hoard was accidentally discovered near the mosque of Tell Al-Husn/ Irbid in North
Jordan. It consists of (844) early Mamluk (1250 — 1389 A.D) silver species. The hoard is currently stored in the
Numismatic Museum of the Faculty of Archaeology and Anthropology, Yarmuk University/Irbid. Two hundred silver
coins of different denominations have been analyzed by X-Ray Fluorescence Technique. The percentage of silver
concentration ranges between 92% — 96%. The dirhams, in addition to the main component of silver, contain varying
concentrations of copper, lead and mercury besides other impurities. The standards of weight of the dirhams fluctuated

and were inconsistent. Therefore, in commercial transactions and retail trade, those dirhams were accepted by count

rather than by weight, as Al-Magqrizi noted.
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