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Abstract: One of the most prominent archaeological features of the Third Nile Cataract Region is the presence of
a great number of long yet low stone structures called Wadi Walls or «Dry-stones». Some have interpreted their
presence as wild game traps over the period extending from the seventh to second millennium B.C. However, their
designs within their natural landscape suggest further functions. These walls seem to have served purposes of water
harvest and silt accumulation essential for agriculture and human drinking needs, especially during the post-Holocene
dry periods; that is, the Pre-Kerma (3000-2500 BC), Kerma (2500—1500 BC) and even the Christian period (500-1500
AD). Furthermore, these wadi walls might have served as protective enclosures, defending settlers, herds and crops
against enemy attacks. This type of practice in the third cataract region was probably adopted during the Neolithic age
(5000-3000 BC) and more likely during Pre-Kerma and Kerma periods.
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