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Abstract: This paper presents the petroglyphs discovered in Wadi al-Jifr in the area of Ja’alan Bani Bu Hasan, located
at the eastern part of Oman. The Study of these petroglyphs has raised a number of questions concerning the role and
distribution of the geographical dimension of petroglyphs, and to what extent it presents the aim and philosophy of
the people who made them thousands years ago. Thus, this paper deals with these petroglyphs in a different way from
previous investigation attempts. The paper considers territoriality in its inquiry. The most distinguished and frequent
figures represented in Wadi al-Jifr petroglyphs are hands, foot and a man riding a horse. This study suggests that
these petroglyphs were made in order to define the wadi territoriality that was controlled by its inhabitants. There
must had been a need to sustain the domination and control over this wadi, and announcing the ownership and privacy
of its boundaries. This territoriality announcement is to control natural resources of the wadi. Furthermore, the wadi
petroglyphs emphasized the human and cultural values symbolism by drawing hands and foot as well as a man riding
a horse, which is an art appointment to define boundaries, ownership, domination and identity-
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2 RO01  WadiAUifr WJ1.R1 14012010 21 Point_ge 314609 2451719.461 742929266 9 feet, 4 hands

3 R002  WadiAlifr WJ.1R2 14012010 2.1 Point_ge ﬁ SﬂUl 315482 2451719654 742887.011 9feet;2 hands; 3
|4 |RO03  Wadi Alifr W.J.1R3 14012010 20 Point_ge 6sau1 318,607 2451740.104 742972169 1 human nding h
5 RO04  WadiAUifr WJ.1.R4 14012010 6.5 Point_ge 6sau1 318476 2451743326 742934228 2 human riding h
6 RO05  WadiAUifr WJ.1.R5 14012010 22 Point_ge 6sau1 314.500 2451764635 742915.177 1 foot; 3 hands

7 |RO06  Wadi Alifr WJ.1.R6  14.012010 286 Point_ge 6sau1 316.825 2451764.444 742928216 9feet

8 |RO07  WadiAUifr WJ.1.R7  14.01.2010 23 Point_ge 6saQu1 316.479 2451773432 742917.983 1 foot

9 |RO08  WadiAUifr WJ.1.R8  14.01.2010 2.3 Point_ge 6sau1 317.297 2451774220 742919104 1 hand

10 RO09  Wadi AUifr WJ.1.R9  14.01.2010 27 Point_ge 8 saQu1 317.691 2451778791 742920522 3 hands

11 RO10  WadiAUifr WJ.1.R10 14.01.2010 3.2 Point_ge 7sQu1 318.130 2451785991 742913075 1 human

12 RO WadiAUifr WJ.1.R11  14.01.2010 28 Point_ge 6saQu1 314.497 2451779600 742907.134 2 feet

13 RO12  Wadi Alifr WJ.1.R12 14012010 2.1 Point_ge 6sQu1 318,039 2451798489 742896.781 1 human riding h
14 RO13  Wadi AUifr WJ. 1.R13  14.01.2010 22 Point_ge 6sau1 318.942 2451804.128 742897.067 1 foot, 1 hand

15 R0O14  Wadi AUifr WJ.1.R14 14.01.2010 4.0 Point_ge 7sQu1 319.520 2451811694 742888.388 2 human with we
16 RO15  Wadi Alifrt WJ.1.R15 14012010 43 Point_ge 6sQu1 315.888 2451813920 742889.725 other?
177 RO16  Wadi AUifr W.J. 1.R16 14.01.2010 32 Point_ge 6sau1 316.651 2451813784 742885.931 1 hand; 3 human
18 RO17  Wadi Alifr W.J.1.R17 14.01.2010 27 Point_ge 6sau1 316.624 2451816876 742885.291 1 foot, 1 human 1
19 RO18  WadiAlifr W.J.1.R18 14.01.2010 46 Point_ge 65Qu1 317,572 2451815612 742882392 1 foot; 1 humant
20 [RO19  Wadi ANifr W.J.1.R19  14.012010 30 Point_ge 6sau1 315931 2451811.790 742880.193 6 feet, 2 hands,
21 R020 ~ Wadi Alifr W.J.1.R20 14.012010 5.4 Point_ge 6saQu1 318.558 2451819822 742873533 1 foot, 2 others?
22 /R021  Wadi Auifr W.J.1.R21 14.01.2010 34 Point_ge 6sQu1 317.489 2451825.740 742867.546 3 feet; 3 hands;
23 R022  Wadi Alifr W.J.1.R22 14.012010 3.0 Point_ge 6sau1 319.193 2451821605 742865413 2feet

24 R023  Wadi Alifr WJ.1.R23 14.012010 32 Point_ge 7sQu1 317.277 2451830.794 742874.802 5 feet, 1 human |
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