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Abstract: This paper studies descriptively and analytically a collection of thick textiles dating back to the Tulunid

period, and is published for the first time. The pieces are knitted either of only woolen threads, of only thick linen

threads, or of both together. On these pieces, we find different decorative methods such as the un-extended knots in the

width of textile (known as the Coptic), or the extended knots (known as the added knots), or forms of embroidery or

zardakhan method which requires two extra front and back knots and loom knitting, leading thereby to the thickness

of tapestry. The woven decorative items varied, ranging from images of animate elements like birds and animals to

geometric forms (circles, squares, triangles, among others), to conventional phrases, along with architectural shapes

such as balconies. These decorative elements reveal Sassanid and Byzantine artistic influences inherited by the Coptic

art which is considered the point of contact between earlier arts and the Islamic art, in addition to contemporary

influences such as the method of Samirra. The paper provides illustrative figures, plates of the studied pieces, and

samples of contemporary pieces.
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