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Abstract: These new inscriptions were found in the area northeast of al-Safawi, northeast of Jordan, on a small hill
near the wide valley Swaiy’ied. They provide for the first time evidence for the possible presence of a religious site,
perhaps a small temple or shrine created by the northern Arab tribes who settled and/or were used to revisiting the
area because it was close to that valley, in addition to its location on the trade route between Syria and the Arabian
Peninsula. Attention has focused on the verb “bna” (built) and the preposition “L” (for); both are evidence supporting
the establishment of the structure, who built it, and for whom. Most of the inscriptions confirm that the structure is

built for the northern deity Kahel, the “moon god” for the Northern Arabs owing to the trade activities in the area in

ancient times.
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