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Abstract: The historical and archaeological studies indicate that the Roman Empire (63 B.C.- 324 A.D.) ruled the
whole of the Ancient Near East, especially Bilad al-Sham (the Levant) from the first century B.C. through the fourth

century A.D. This paper, therefore, deals with the Roman cohorts and legions established in the eastern Provinces of

Arabia to protect the Roman frontiers. It mainly concentrates on a Latin inscription found in Petra, southern Jordan,

which mentions a Nabataean soldier who served in the Roman cohorts, to ensure the security of the Eastern Roman

frontiers. This inscription shows that Nabataecan Arabs also served in the Roman army and used Latin, the official

language of the army and correspondence; some of them even took Latin names for themselves, as is the case in this

inscription.
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