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Abstract: This is the first of three papers dealing with the linguistic geography of the southern area of Ancient Arabia

within the framework of the Early Arabic language. The present paper summarizes the paleographical, phonological,

morphological and syntactic characteristics of the Sabaic Monumental Inscriptions in comparison with the other

branches of the Old Southern Arabic: Minaic, Qatabanic and Hadramitic. It also discusses the relationship these bear

to Classical Arabic.
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