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documented in drawings and writing.

The fourth Painting was found during the
twelfth season of 1407H/1987G, in Square
B.17 of the residential area of Qaryat.
At first, the excavators recovered a large
number of fragmented gypsum which, when
eventually gathered and restored, showed
colored scenes. These involve a lady
reclining on a sofa or bed, holding a cup in
her hand; behind her appears a horse head
and another woman stands wearing what
looks like a “Abaia” (covering gown) and
holding a cup as well; she seems to be the

attending maid of the reclining princess. In
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the left side of the painting appears a figure,
perhaps of a man wearing what looks like
a necklace around his neck and a crown on
his head; below him a pomegranate fruit
is drawn. Here, the horse seems to have
acquired a higher status since we find it in

the company of nobility.

Archeological objects of the horse

Galloping Horse: This item was found during
1411H/1990G season, in the eastern side of the
descending entrance of a tomb at the depth of
315 cm. It is a very graceful galloping horse
of a copper caste statute; its delicately detailed
execution depicts clearly the horse's body

Fig. 1: Knights hunting camels, about the 2nd — 3rd century, Length 186.6 cm, Height 146 cm, Museum of the Dept. of

Archaeology, King Saud University, Riyadh.
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parts.

The horse statute renders a very light
movement, with a very beautiful small upright
head slightly turning with an expressive look;
the right ear is fine and erect, but the left ear
is missing. The mouth is characterized by
long muzzles, the nostrils are wide, and the
neck is thin, long, and arched. The remaining
traces of the tail indicate that it was raised and
richly haired. It is noticeable that there is no
congruity between the horse head and the horse
body; the artist also seems to have deliberately
exaggerated the length of the neck to suggest
speed. On the back, right next to the end of
the neck there is a small knot, perhaps of lead,
most likely set to hold the rider in place. There
is also another bulge under the abdomen which
might have been used to mount the statue on a

pedestal.

The main features of this horse, like all
the characteristics of horses we find in the
archaeology of Qaryat al-Fau, are those that
distinguish the Arabian Horse: small upright
head, long beautiful neck, uplifted tail, wavy

Fig.2: Another scene of Camel hunting, Length 186.6 cm,
Height 146 cm, Museum of the Dept. of Archaeology,
King Saud University, Riyadh.

mane, and strong legs able to travel long

distances in high speed.

Along with this article some pictures of other
archeological objects and drawings are attached;
these point to the role of the horse in Qaryat al-
Fau in particular and in the Arabian Peninsula
in general. I hope this will help researchers
reconsider the old relation between the horse
and the Arabian Peninsula and its peoples who,
with love and pride, offered their name to the

horse.

Fig. 3: Horses crossing a river, Length 101cm, Height 44
cm, Museum of the Dept. of Archaeology, King Saud
University, Riyadh.
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Fig. 4: Scene of daily life in a house of one of the nobles,
Length 52.5 cm, Height 26.6 cm, Museum of the Dept.
of Archaeology, King Saud University, Riyadh.
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Fig. 5: Statuette of a horse from Qaryat al-Fau, dated to Fig. 6: A 24 cm long couch ornament, Ist century
about 200 A.D., Length 8.7 cm, Museum of the Dept. of AD, found in the burial of Sodd bin Malik, a noble
Archaeology, King Saud University, Riyadh. from Qaryat al-Fau. Museum of the Department of

Archaeology, King Saud University, Riyadh
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