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Abstract: Tempera-executed Icons are distinct for the various materials that go into their making. These icons combine,
on the one hand, the materials of colors, pigmentation, varnishes, and image background and, on the other, the kinds of
wood, fabrics, and glutinous media such as glue, egg white, and gum. Owing to their functions in churches, icons are prone
to deterioration. In addition to natural erosion, human actions (through touch, name inscription, or vigil-lighting) are the
most damaging factors. This paper is an analysis and practical application of the treatment and maintenance of an icon
in which Byzantine art is clear; its components include many colorings (blue, red, and gold); it suffers some noticeable
damage (some parts are missing); fading varnish led to change in the colors and disappearance of drawn images; effects of
insects and mite on the wooden holder are made worse by the absence of an insulating layer of the icon's background. Prior
to any treatment or preservation, the icon is thoroughly examined to identify the factors of its damage, and its components
are carefully analyzed; these components include the preparatory background, the coloring materials, and the layer of
lamination. Both X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) and Infra-Red (IR) scanning were used. To diagnose the damaging factors in
the Icon, the wooden holder is identified and entomologically analyzed. Consequently, a treatment and restoration plan is
executed; it included a manual and chemical cleaning of the varnish layer, the completion of the preparatory background,
completion of the coloring materials to reflect the same color grade, covering the whole icon with a layer of varnish,
cleaning and filling the insect-induced pores on the wooden holder, fully insulating the wooden background to prevent

future damage, then displaying the Icon inside a special showcase for Icons at Al-'Arish Museum.
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