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Abstract: The Muslim architect consistently provided his architectural achievements with foundation stones which
were used to be attached to religious, civil and defensive types of architecture. Andalusia is one of the most famous
Islamic countries concerned with the dating of its architecture by inscribed foundation stones. In spite of the small
size of these foundation stones, their texts proved to contain important themes as they used to refer to the type of
the structure, the name of who ordered its construction, the architectural supervisor, date of its construction and so
on. Most of these essential elements are vivid on the carved arch (Alcantrah)—the subject of the research—of Amir
Mohammad bin Abdulrahman Al-Awsat (238 —273 A.H). The inscription of the foundation stone was made on a panel
of white marble, 55.8 cm in length, 52.2 cm in width and 6 cm thick. Its marble panel was fixed by heavy metal nails
on one of the walls of the carved arch. The inscription consists of nine lines, engraved on a smooth surface, in early
Andalusian Kufic calligraphy. The significance of the inscription does not stem only from its being the first Andalusian
inscription referring to an Andalusian water facility, but also from its text themes on Islamic architecture and the form
of Arabic calligraphy in Andalusia.
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