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Abstract: Researchers have always maintained that the initiation and development of writing had been an exclusively
male enterprise. Accordingly, all inscriptions discovered in the Arabian Peninsula are thought to be written by men.
with no possibility for any to be written by a female. This study concentrates on some ancient (Monumental) Northern
Arab Inscriptions of Thamudic, Nabatean, Lihyanite, and Saffatic origins as well as on the Southern Arab Inscriptions
(although inscriptions openly addressing women are rare in the Arabian Peninsula). In this, the study seeks to answer
specific questions: Was writing a male prerogative to the exclusion of females in the old society of the Arabian
Peninsula? Were there any women who attempted to record and document their knowledge of writing? What were the
clues that testify to women's knowledge of writing in the olden times? What were the obstacles that led to the exclusion
of women from areas of writing, although women were actively involved in all activities of their society? This study
is therefore a first step on the way to highlighting the role of the Arab woman in the area of writing in the Arabian

Peninsula, and I hope it proves fruitful and opens new avenues for serious work.
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AJSLL: American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures.

BASOR: American Schools of Oriental Research.

Call: Caskel ,w., (1954) Lihyan and Lihyanish ,Koln, Opladen, west Deutscher Verlag,
CIAS: Corpus des inscriptions et antiquités sud-Arabique.

CIH: Corpus inscriptionum Himyarticarum.

Ja: inscription publiées par Glaser.

RES: Répertoir d>Epigraghice Semitique.

MB: Registration siglum of inscriptions discovered by the AFSM excavations at Mahram Bilqis.
NC: The Numismatic Chronicle

RY: Ryckmans,G.Inscriptions recuillies et publiées par Ryckmans.

Inscription in ‘Abdallah 1990 and republished in Beeston YMN 19: 1997
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