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Abstract: Obaydab.Al-Muhager was one of the followers of Musawer Al-kharejt ,who revolted against
the Abbasid Caliph in Al- Mawsel. A quarrel and disunity happened between Obayda and Musawer.
The reason behind this was a matter in Al-khawarej belief . They fought each other and Musawer
eventually defeated ‘Obayda and killed him. Historical sources have no enough information about
the quarrel which happened between Musawer and Obayda. However Islamic coins are considered
an important source for studying Islamic history and shedding more light on this important historical
event. In this regard two rare dirhams in the name of ‘Obayda were minted in Nastbin, dated in 256H.
The two Dirhams were never published before. These are the only samples known in the world till
now. The first dirham in FINT at Tiibingin University in Germany. The second dirham was among the
collection of Dr. Illisch Lutz in Germany and now preserved in the American Numismatic Society in
New York .These two rare dirhams, I will try to show, can be of capital important in shedding more

light on this important historical event.

Introduction

Abstract: ‘Obayda b. Al-Muhager was one of the
followers of Musawer Al-khareji, who revolted
against the ‘Abbasid Caliph in Al- Mawsel.
A quarrel and disunity happened between
‘Obayda and Musawer. The reason behind
this was a matter in Al-khawarej belief. They
fought each other and Musawer eventually
defeated ‘Obayda and killed him. Historical
sources have no enough information about the
quarrel which happened between Musawer and
‘Obayda. However Islamic coins are considered
an important source for studying Islamic history
and shedding more light on this important
historical event. In this regard two rare dirhams
in the name of ‘Obayda were minted in Nasibin,
dated in 256H. The two Dirhams were never
published before. These are the only samples
known in the world till now. The first dirham in
FINT at Tiibingin University in Germany. The

second dirham was among the collection of Dr.
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Ilisch Lutz in Germany and now preserved in
the American Numismatic Society in New York.
These two rare dirhams, I will try to show, can
be of capital important in shedding more light
on this important historical event.

Musawer b. ‘Abd Al-Hamid b. Musawer Al-Sart
Al-Baglt Al-Mawseli was one of Al-khawarej
leaders. He revolted against the'Abbasid Caliph in
Al-Bawazeg - near Al- Mawsel - in Ragab 252H.
/866AD. (Al-Tabrt 1985: 9/188; Ibn Al-Athir
1998: 6/186-187). He succeeded in defeating the
‘Abbasid leader Bendar Al-TabarT in 253H, then
attacked Helwan (Al-TabrT 1985: 9/189; Ibn Al-
Athtr 1998: 6/190). Musawer was able to invade
and occupy most of Al-Mawsel territories. He was
strong enough to defeat Abu Al-Hassan b. Ayoub
b. Ahmed b. ‘Omar b. Al-Khattab Al-‘Adaw1 Al-
Taglebi- who succeeded his father in Al-Mawsel-
in Gumada I, 254H (Ibn Al-Athtr 1998: 6/195). In
255H. /869AD, Musawer succeeded in occupying
Al- Mawsel, after the ‘Abbasid ruler ‘Abd allah

17



Atef Mansour M. Ramadan

Fig.1: AR Dirham Nisibin 256 H . (FINT,Tubingen,Inv.
EAG6E2,W. : 2.41gm., D.:24mm, unpublished).

b. Sulayman escaped. Then, Musawer turned to
Al-Haditha - Hadithat Al- Mawsel — where he
settled down there and took it as a place for his
residence (Ibn Al-Athtr 1998: 6/205).

Among the followers of Musawer there was
a man from Al-khawarej called ‘Obayda from
Bant Zuhayer Al-'AmrussT as mentioned by Al-
TabarT (Al-TabrT 1985: 9/229), or Al- ‘Amrawi
according to Ibn Al-Athir (Ibn Al-Athir 1998:
6/219). Disagreement broke out between
‘Obayda and Musawer. The reason behind
this was a matter in Al-khawarej belief, the
repentance of the mistaken. Musawer thought
that hre repentance was accepted, where as
‘Obayda said it was not accepted. The quarrel
over belief issues turned to a military conflict.
‘Obayda gathered a large group of followers
and went to Musawer, who proceeded from Al-
Haditha. They met in the suburb of Guhayna
-near Al- Mawsel - in Gumada I, 256H. /870AD.
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They fought each other. Musawer was able to
defeat ‘Obayda , kill him, and occupy a lot of
Traq states (Al-TabrT 1985: 9/229; Ibn Al-Athir
1998: 6/219). Al-khawarej sedition continued
under the leadership of Musawer till his death
in 263H. /877 AD. (Ibn Al-Athir 1998: 6/272).

Allthough historical sources have no enough
information about the quarrel which took
place between Musawer Al-Kharji and one
of his followers ‘Obayda from Bani Zuhayer
Al-"AmrussT or Al-"Amrawi, Islamic coins are
considered an important source for studying
Islamic history and shedding more light on
important historical event. There are two rare
dirhams in the name of ‘Obayda, were minted in
Nasibin dated 256H. These are the only samples
known in the world till now.

In this research we publish and study both of
them for the first time. The first dirham preserved
in FINT, at Tiibingin University in Germany
(Inv. EA6E2, W. : 2. 41gr., D. : 24mm, fig. 1).
The second dirham was among the collection
of Dr. Ilisch Lutz in Germany. It was among
a hoard found in ‘Amudya in ‘Iraq®, (W. : 2.
691gr., D.:24mm, fig. 2). It was bought by the
American Numismatic Society in New York in
1987 (The American Numismatic Society 1990:
p. 14, No. 14).

Obverse and reverse fields within double circle
and one circle around obverse and reverse
margins. Its inscriptions as follows:

Obv. Field:
alll Yl Y
ey & Y ousy
Sl all ¥ oS ¥
08wl 0,
Margin:
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Rev. Field:

4l
Jaea
Al Jgey
22l e
ka3l pal
Margin:
e opeladd Gl (a9 suglly dlsyT aAlll Jouwy dameae
O5S pdull 0,8 519 alS

But inscriptions in obverse and reverse
margins in the second dirham were obliterated.

The first Kalima "L, & ¥ oasy alif ¥| alf ¥
1" was inscribed in the first and second lines
in obverse field which agree with the second

n

Kalima "ais/ Josv, se>e" which came in the
first and second lines in reverse field in the

declaration of the embracement of ‘Obayda of

Fig.2: AR Dirham Nisibin 256 H . (American Numismatic
society, W. : 2.691gm., D.:24dmm, unpublished)
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Islam. The first and second Kalima represent
the general slogan for all the Islamic sects with
their different doctrines in every place and time
for the Sunni, the Shiites and Al-khaware;.

The first and second kalmia agree with the
Qur'anic quotation which was inscribed in
reverse margin (48: 29 and 9: 33)@. This slogan
was also accepted by all the Islamic groups of
Sunnis, Shiites and Khawarej as it appeared
on all their coins. The Shiites had their own
explanation which was different from the
Sunnis and Al-khaware;j.

The slogan "yeS,&ulf 6,S ol o 4lt ¥| <~ %" No
Rule but for God and If Polytheists Hated" was
inscribed in the third and fourth lines in obverse
field. The phrase "ali ¥| <<~ %" "No Rule but for
God" was the slogan raised by Al-khawarej in
the battle of Saffin in 37H. , after the declaration
of arbitration between ‘Al b. Abt Taleb and
Muatiiya b. Abu Sufian, Al-Khawarej refused
the principle of arbitration and said®

X gall ¥ 0o ¥ Jloydl - g je — 4l 1l b 5SS
altf e ol dell.

You rule in the matter of Allah, there is no rule
but for God and no obedience for who disobey
Allah. (Al-Tabr1 1985: 5/30; Al-Mas'adr1 n. d.
: 3/146; Al-Shristant n. d: 1/204; Ibn Al-Athir
1998: 3/212). ‘Al realized what Al-Khaware;j
seek to declare by this slogan, he replied to
them by saying:

 olicas 1535w of . b Lgs o1y 5> dalS. ST ol
olilils Lide lg>)s- ] 9. ol 19-0lSS (g

Allah is Greater, a word of right to mean
null and void, if they keep silent, we popularize
them, if they speak, we convince them, and if
they revolt, we fight them" (Al-Tabr1 1985:
5/38; Ibn Al-Athir 1998: 3/212-213).
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This slogan i1 ¥ <S> ¥ was used as a general
slogan for all the groups of Al-khaware;j. It was
used for the first time by QatrT b. Al-Fugah
(68-77H. / 688-697AD) the prince of believers
Al-khawarej Al-Azareqa on the Arab - Sassanid
dirhams minted in many mints , dated 69H -
77H. (Ramadan 1998: 317-318).

The slogan appeared again on the Islamic
dirhams struck in Al-Kufa dated 128H, by Al-
Dahak b. Qays Al-Sibant (Wurtzel 1978: 185).

, such as a dirham preserved in FINT, at
Tiibingin University (Inv. AE4B1 , fig. 3,
unpublished)®.

This slogan ais ¥| <S> ¥ appeared after that on
the Islamic dirhams struck in Tanbuk®, dated
133H. (Wurtzel 1978: 186) , such as a dirham
preserved in FINT, at Tiibingin University (Inv.
AEA4CI1, fig. 4, unpublished)®.

The slogan of Al-Khawarej "ai1 % oS> %"
"There is No Rule but for God" appeared on
the coin of ‘Obayda belonged to Al-Khawarej
but he added " oS,-iu1f 0, o " "If the Polytheists
Hated" to this slogan to become a special slogan
among the groups of Al-Khawarej. The phrase
" yeS,ill 6,8 oJ o" has an important significance
in this slogan, particularly in the context which
surrounded the disobedience of ‘Obayda for
his leader Musawer. It seems that he was using
this phrase to refer to Musawer and his group.
The reason behind this was the juristic quarrel
between both of them on the question of the
repentance of the mistaken. It seems that this
juristic quarrel and the debate around some
juristic questions among Al-Khawarej turned
into a military conflict.

All of this was motivated ‘Obayda to take
a distinguished slogan for himself. He had
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Fig. 3: AR Dirham Al-Kufa 128 H . (FINT, Tubingen,
Inv. AE4B1, unpublished).

political and juristic targets. The same slogan
"y ¥| << ¥" raised by Musawer because it was
a general slogan for Al-Khawarej but ‘Obayda
added the phrase ",sS,idl opS o " "If the
Polytheists Hated" to distinguish his group and
followers after his dissidence from Musawer?.
It, further, means to attack Musawer. because of
the juristic quarrel between both of them'Obayda
inscribed his name in the third line in reverse
field as ‘Obayda b. Al-Muhager ",>Lglf o save".

The name ",»Lgll" is not clear on coins®, and
was not mentioned in the historical sources.
Al-TabarT mentioned that he was from Bani
Zuhayer Al-‘Amriss1 while Ibn Al-Athir said
Al-"Amraw1. Both of them have no presence on

these two dirhams.

‘Obayda took for himself the title of ",
ouesll" "Prince of Believers" and inscribed it
on the fourth line of reverse field to declare that
he is the prince of believers of Al-Khawarej and
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not Musawer. This is after his juristic quarrel
and military quarrel with Musawer. That is why
he declared for all Al-Khawarej that he is the
new prince of believers. It is well-known that
Al-Khawarej, when revolting, took a prince
named "prince of believers". Qatri b. Al-Fugah
was the first to have this title from Al-Khawarej
and inscribed it on his coinage.

Mint name and date were inscribed in the
obverse margin. These dirhams were minted in "
Nasibin " and dated 256H®. The availability of
the mintname "Nasibin" has aspecial importance
in studying the revolution of ‘Obayda against
Musawer because the historical sources do not
mention to the territories occupied by ‘Obayda
taking it as a residence for his revolution. But
the inscribing of Nasibin as a mint on these
coins indicates that this city was the center for
‘Obayda's revolution. He took it as a place for his
migration. The occupation of Nasibin clarifies
the extent of power reached by ‘Obayda and his
followers. This power enabled him to occupy
Nasibin which was considered the greatest and
the best in Al-Gazirah territories in Traq. Some
geographiests considered it was better than Al-
Mawsel (Le Strange 1985: 124-125).

Nasibin mint started issuing coins during the
‘Abbasid period since year 251H. (Zambaur
1968: 256). That is why when ‘Obayda revolted
against Musawer and occupied Nasibin, he
found its mint working on the production of
‘Abbasid coins. Thus, he used it to issue these
coins in his name.

These dirhams dated 256H. We notice that

Me, N
A

the number of the units was written
gender and not "=" by the feminine form as
usual on the coins. We notice that the number of

hundreds " uil" was obliterated in the dirham
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of the American Numismatic Society.

The date of this dirham corresponds with
what was mentioned by Al-TabarT that ‘Obayda
revolution against Musawer was in the same
year (256H. ) Al-TabarT mentioned that ‘Obayda
revolution against Musawer ended in Gumada I
in 256H when he defeated ‘Obayda and killed
him. However, the narration of Ibn AL-Athir
is not clear in this matter. He dealt with this
incident among the incidents of the year 256H.
He mentioned that the defeat of ‘Obayda and
his death was in Gumada I in 257H. What
was narrated by Al-Tabarf is certain. This was
supported by these coins also.

It remains for us to comment on the weight of
these two dirhams. The first dirham preserved in
Tiibingin University weights 2.41gr. The second
dirham preserved in the American Numismatics
Society is about 2. 69gr. Both of them were
below than the normal legislative weight of

Fig.4: AR Dirham Tanbuk 133 H .(FINT,Tubingen,Inv.
AEA4C1, unpublished).
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the Islamic dirham (2. 97gr. ). This is due to
the fact that the aim of these coins is the public
relation and propaganda side to the revolution
of ‘Obayda and not the economical side. This
is in addition to the weakness of the economic
possibilities of such a revolution, which didn’t
enable this revolutionist to issue his dirhams
according to the legislative weight as would be
the case with stable dynasties that have stable
economic resources for their Mints.

The Conclusion

In the light of what I pointed out in the last
few pages , the importance of Islamic coins
as an invaluable source for studying Islamic
history should became clear. These coins are
symbols the king or sultan. The revolutionists
and dissidents realized the important role
played by the coins for public relation, that is
why they issued them. They recorded on them
their names, principles and the slogans on which
their revolutions were based. This is quite
clear in our study of the two dirhams struck by
‘Obayda b. Al-Muhager, one of Al-Khawarej
leaders. The historical sources referred to
his revolution briefly , and this did not help
us to understand the religious and political
dimensions of his revolution. This was done
by the coins which are considered an important
source to study such revolutions. It was also a
definite and unquestionable document because
it was struck by the revolutionist himself.

It became clear through studying these two
dirhams that the full name of this revolutionist
s "y>lgll 5 sane" ‘Obayda b. Al-Muhager,
although the name ",>Lg1/ " is not clear on coins,
and was not mentioned in the historical sources.
They said that he is ‘Obayda from Ban1 Zuhayer
Al-‘AmrassT according to Al-Tabar, or as Ibn
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Al-Athir said Al-"Amrawi. Both of them have
no presence on these two dirhams.

The historical sources have ignored the great
importance of the revolution of ‘Obayda b.
Al-Muhager against Musawer - intentionally
or unintentionally. They did not discover the
significance of the quarrel between them. They
referred to the juristic quarrel between them.
But ‘Obayda to be called the title "prince of
believers" clarifies the extension of quarrel
to the political side and the leadership of Al-
Khawarej. ‘Obayda declared that he was the
new prince of believers to Al-Khawarej. This
was before the quarrel turned to the military
conflict in 256H/870AD. All of this came to an
end with the murder of ‘Obayda.

The importance of ‘Obayda revolution was
clear in the fact that though it was short we have
these two dirhams. This dates back in the first
level to the occupation of ‘Obayda of Nasibin the
most greatest country of Al-Gazirah. He made
it the place of his immigration. This was not
mentioned in the historical sources. But the coins
discovered clarify the geographical extension
of ‘Obayda revolution. Its headquarters was in
the city of Nasibin, when he used its active mint
- meanwhile-in issuing these coins.

Furthermore, the coins struck by ‘Obayda
carried the new slogan "s,S o 4 all ¥/ oS> ¥
asSill" "There is No Rule but for God and if
the Polytheists Hated", adopted by himself after
his leadership of Al-Khawarej. This slogan
was marked by ‘Obayda revolution and his
coins. It was never used before or after ‘Obayda
on the coins of any group of Al-Khaware;.
‘Obayda added the phrase "oS,dull 0,8 o3 4" "If
the Polythgeists Hated" to the general slogan
of Al-Khawareg that is "There is No Rule but
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for God" to distinguish himself and his group. if the polytheists hated.

Moreover, he used the juristic quarrel with
Musawer to accuse him of polytheism and
disbelief. He declared that he was the prince of
believers of Al-Khawarej and their leader ever

As for the date of ‘Obayda coins, it agreed with
the date determined by the historical sources as
the start of ‘Obayda revolution against Musawer
which was in 256H.

Dr. Atef Mansour Mohammad Ramadan: Islamic Archaeology Dep. Faculty of Arts,
Sohag University - Egypt.
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Notes

1

Many Thanks to Dr. Ilisch Lutz, who allowed to me to publish this coins, and give me all information about ‘Amadia dirham, which
recorded in manuscript, Ilisch Lutz MSCI. Description of ‘Amadia Hoard , part I, No. 258.

This obliterated part on the second dirham which is preserved in the American Numismatics Society.

The first one say this slogan Yazid b. ‘Asem ,or ‘Ariah b. 'Audayah.(Al-TabrT 1985:5/30; Ibn Sahl Al-‘skarT 1987:250).
Inscriptions as follows, Obv. Field: at el ¥ /ossy altl /%] a1f ¥

Inner Margin: itey pomices phed dinw dde Il mayall 1is s alil .

Outer Margin: is ¥ oS> ¥,

Rev. Field: s 15as al /oS, olg adgs @y aly o samadl /alit s abir.

Margin: g5S,5uf 0,5 ¢Jg alS ol e o,gtad 331 a3 g $aglls aluyl abll Jo) soma.

Some scholars read mint name Biabard (Wurtzel 1978: 186) ()

() Inscriptions as follows , Obv. Field: aJ ey, & ¥ /faasg allf %) a1 %

Inner Margin: dtey pilis el i oty @yadl 1is cipus alll .

Outer Margin: b ¥| o< ¥.

Rev. Field: s 15aS al /55, olg ades @y aly o) suadl /alit s abir.

Margin: 595,81 0,5 odg alS goall Lo oygladd G 5o g gagll alawl allf Josn, soomo.

The distinguished slogan for some of Al-Khawarej groups was previously taken by ‘Attya b. Al-Aswad (70-77H/689-696AD) after

his dissidence from Al-Khawarej Al-Azareqa under the leadership of QatrT b. Al-Fuga'h.This slogan was used on the coins of Al-
Khawarej Al-Azareqa , so ‘Attya b. Al- Aswad used another new slogan on his coins which is:
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" In the Name of Allah the Ruler ,o%1 alif "
. (Ramadan 1998 ,220-221)

..
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8 Dr. Ilisch Lutz read this name ,~Le4/,but the letters on coins near ,>Lgll not ,>Le 4

9 This obliterated part on the second dirham which is preserved in the American Numismatics Society.

10 The ‘Abbasid dirham's minted in Nasibin dated 251H weights 3.07gr.3.12gr.dated 272H weights 4.7gr.( Al-'Ush

1984:No0.2021,2024,2073)
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