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Abstract. Abstract. This study involves three coins that shed light on an important period in the history of Yemen;
namely, the middle of the Hijra 6th (12th) century to the moment just before the Ayyubids conquest of the country. The
coinage of Bani Najah, through its inscriptions, sheds light on their armed and sectarian conflicts with Bani Mahdi. The
coinage of the latter shows the extent of their distorted and confused religious faith. Through those inscriptions, Bani
Mahdi’s coins further highlight the State’s ruling system and enhance the claim that they controlled Zabbid along with
other Yemen States of that period. The other coinage exposes the fact that Bani Zurai’ were ruling Aden even after the
death of A’mran bin Mohammad. His sons, under the guardianship of Vazir Yasser bin Bilal, continued to rule. The
coinage further indicates that Bani Zurai’, though Shiite, were ruling independently of the Fatimids Caliph since the
reign of A’mran bin Mohammad who, unlike his predecessors, never mentioned the name of the Fatimid Caliph on his
coins. After his death, this tradition continued during his sons’ reign under the guardianship of Vizir Yasser bin Bilal.

Such a situation points to the weakness and limited control of the Fatimid State.
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