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Abstract: Northern Arabia’s history had known Arabian queens at least since the eighth century BCE, illustrated

by the queens of Adumatu (today Dumat al-Jandal). The following centuries did not record queens of importance

until the first century BCE with the first in a chain of Nabataean queens. The queen’s image appeared gradually on

numismatics until she was shown in full length by name and picture starting with Queen Huld, wife of King Haritah

IV. Of these queens there were also: Hajar, Shaqilah I, Shaqilah II, Jamilah, Saidah and Fasil. The appearance

queens on coins and inscriptions raises a number of questions. In this paper I shall try to answer some of them,

mainly the significances of the queen’s titulature, the relationship between Nabatacan and Macedonian queens, the

cult of the mother goddess and the image of the queen mother. I conclude that the matrilineal had a significant role

in the composition of the Nabataean dynasty by the end of the first century BCE, giving the ruler a legitimate claim

to the Nabataean throne. At the same time, matrilineal gave the Nabatacan woman the chance to participate strongly

in public life..
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