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Abstract. This paper traces the various stages of Archaeological work in the Kingdom; particular emphasis
is given to Western travelers who started wandering through different parts of the Arabian Peninsula since
the 17th century and whose main focus was on areas relating to their holly books. The paper then covers the
Arab historians and travelers who visited the regions of the now Saudi Arabia of the Arabian Peninsula. Sau-
di historians have played an important role in this regard, and I have included those who have had distin-
guished marks. A later stage includes the academic work which depends on scholarly and professional ap-
proaches to archaeology. This stage is exemplified by the creation in the 1960s of the Saudi Association of
History and Archaeology of King Saud University, which played an important role in promoting archaeolog-
ical awareness, and by the following establishment of the Department of Archaeology and Museums at the
same university. The government's creation of the Administration of Archaeology in the Ministry of Educa-
tion, which over a period of 40 years became the Deputy Ministry for Antiquities and Museums, crucially ad-
vanced archaeological interests: creation of regional museums, promotion of excavation work, and initiation
of the comprehensive survey program. The establishment of the Higher Mission of Tourism will certainly en-
hance and advance scholarly archaeological work since the Mission's programs will provide archaeology

with the necessary care, promotion, and livelihood.
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