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Abstract. It was during the 15th Century A.D. that the first travellers from Western countries began to journey

to the far corners of Arabia. The motives of these travellers were varied: some were interested in territorial

expansion, others were bent on controlling sea-routes, while others were missionaries who sought to spread

the teachings of Christianity, and still others were moved by a sense of adventure and exploration. However, in

comparison to Europeans, Russian travellers not only were fewer in number, but also came too late, towards

the middle of the 19th Century. The present paper attempts to focus attention on the contribution of Russian

scholars and travellers to the depiction of Arabia and the life of its inhabitants. It examines their approach to

ancient Arabian history, and how their preconceived notions about its presumed relationship with biblical writ-

ings dominated their studies.
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