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Absrtact. This paper studies a North Arabian Inscription (Safaitic), found on a basalt stone on cairn No. 36 in

Wadi Salma to the east north of al-Safawi in Jordan. The study presents a reading and an analysis of the in-

scription, and seeks to relate it to ancient Arabic inscription of the Arabian Peninsula. Along with highlighting

its historical and social importance, this inscription sheds a new light on the style of writing, the square script

which is known in southern Arabia, and some new verbs such as srt, mhy and smkr.
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C: Safaitic inscriptions in Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum, Part V, Paris 1950-1951.

HlIn: Harding, An Index and Concordance of Pre-Islamic Arabian Names and Inscriptions, Toronto 1971.

HST: Harding . Safaitic Tribes 1969.

Ja: Jamme, A., Miscellanées d’ancient (sic !) arabe VII, 1975, Washngton D.C.

King: Thamudic-E Inscriptions from site C in Wadi Judayid, edited in King 1990.

Lp: Safaitic Inscriptions in Littmann, 1943.

PMI: Die Personennamen in den minaischen Inschriften, 1995.

PQI: Hayajneh, H. Die Personennamen in den Qatabanischen Inschriften, Hildesheim, 1998.

PSI: Die personennamen in den Itsabaischenlnschriften ,1992 .

RWSI: Rousan, Wadi Salma inscriptions (unpublished) .

SLJ: Safaitic Inscriptions from Jordan, Toronto 1957 .Stark .K. Stark, Personal Names in Palmyrene In-

scriptions Oxford. 1971.

WTI: Winnett, F.V .and Reed, w.l. Ancient Records from North Arabia Toronto 1970.
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