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Abstract: Rare, very rare, extremely rare, of highest rarity, and unique: these are terms of evaluating how scarce a
coin is. Sometimes this evaluation changed and a shift of ranking might have happened, due to the appearance of more
examples of this coin. In fact, it is not a scientific approach of evaluation but happens for commercial trades. This
study aims to identify virtual scientific standards and principles to evaluate the scarcity of Islamic coins applied to

Makka-minted coins.
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As above but date is:
O g g 3a)

As above but date is:
g oy

A aaf &
Al al daall
e A gy aly
Ouagall jal
Jaally

uad A il 138 Gipla Al anws [
Lay

&
e

Jsm
]
Crfealy 1) 93

ST SV R PR VERY AN

ARARIRTIVEER ARA LT, (R SETERT S ICANA SRR

il

- Bernardi, no. 47

- Leu auct. 64, 27 March 1996,
p. 34.

- M & Eden 54, no. 34 (4.24 gr.)

-SICA X, no.485 (4.30 gr.) & no.
486 (4.27 gr.) [Same Obv. die]
-M & Eden 69, no. 8 (4.28 gr.)
- Miles, G.C., ‘A unique
Umayyad dinar of 91 H. / A.D.
709- 10,” Revue Numismatique
14 (1972), pp. 264-268

-SICA X, no. 487 (4.25 gr.)
[Same Obv. die of 91 H coins]

- Leu Numismatics LTD, Zurich,
Auct. 64, 1996, Turath
collection, no. 3/19 pl. 4 colored
(4,25 gr.)

-M & Eden 48, no. 11 (4.27 gr.)

- Miles, RIC (1950) no. 66 (4.16
gr.)
- Walker (1956), no. ANS 16a
(4.20 gr.)
- Bernardi, no. 48 Ed
-M & Eden 48, no. 12 (4.28 gr.)
- Badwin's ICA 23, no. 120 (4.27
gr) )
ox £,Y)) VYA Q1 (19710) (agd -
f(ale 19 can £,1Y) VYA ¢ (aa )4
£,YF) IV ¢(ale 19 can £,YY) VY
(Ao Y+ con
- Lowick, Abbasid, no. 528
- Warsaw, Panstwowe Muzeum
Archeologiczne [ex Chabrowka
hoard, vd. M. Czapkiewicz and
A. Kmietowicz in Wiedomosci
Numizmatyczne 1973, p. 20, no.
18 (2,923gr, 24,8 mm) and
comment p. 33]
- Coll. E. Leuthold jr. Di un
Dirham coniato alla Mecca nel
201 H. (816 d.C) Da Muhammad
Al-Dibaj, Schweizer
Minzblatter, May 1975, p. 42f.
(2.69 gr, 24 mm)
- Sotheby’s auction May 1986,
no. 367

claadle

- Historical
importance

- First known coin
of this type

- Unique type

- Unique mint

- Availability

Ve
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Zadal
N Al Y J
saa g A ﬁTJ

stk
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L Ay pa jal) 12 2 4 .
A R B B a0 ) ) e sana

e g G A
SR 58 sl 48 cpall o o elad (3al)
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v a4y R
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saa g ol eaa
Adday
el J}‘-“J
)

A Ay ) 13 Gyl ) pa [V
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As above but date is:

Odtibay il y &8 Ay
dasa
dsm

]

As above but datq is: & e JSgial

Ctilag il g

G3S al) mmmm ) J gy 2ana [

As above but date is:

Ol Gy el

Mistake for
238 H

As above but date is:
Odtiba g Ol Gl

&
RVEwy
Jsm
PR A
gAY Aty xional
Adday , ‘
& okl OSS al) mmme ) J gy 2aa f2
Crlazal) yal

R Ay yal) 138 Gyl ) s V2
| Gy Gl pud
B gl amem aY) & YA

Y4y
oa g 4l ;
el ay a8
dada
A Ay S 13 G D) sy /)2 d{w
Oy Gpeaad g 0l . u.\l'
Al mmee YA YR Al Final)
Cialgall el

QS i) mmm ) J gy 2ana [0
As above but a2 instead of i

RN 5l - ANV pEN oy - DA g AN Al

Lgisntd Colparly 20 395 53155

- Lowick, Abbasid, no. 529
[Shamma 7/11/92]

- SICA X, no. 488 (2.83 gr.)

- Muenz & Medaillen 75, Basel 4
Dec. 1989, no. 364 (2.82 gr. 26
mm)

- S. Eshargh (2010), no. 1171

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 88 (3.76
gr.)= Badwin's ICA 23, no. 232

* M & Eden 54, no. 77 (4.16 gr.)

- Bernardi, no. 155 Ef
- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 89 (4.12
gr.)= Badwin's ICA 22, no. 3148

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 90 (5.12
gr.)

- Bernardi, no. 160 Ef

- Sotheby's, Geneva 25 June

1985, no. 114

- Baldwin's ICA 11, no. 72 (4.09

gr.)

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 91 (3.99

gr.)

- M & Eden 18, no. 24 (4.10 gr.)

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 92 (4.14

gr.)= Badwin's ICA 22, no. 3154
FXS \",VY) YYYA #TJ (\ i/\i)_)Lé -

(A1
- Bernardi, no. 161 Ef

- Bernardi, no. 162 Ef

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 93 (4.11
gr.) see also: Michel Bates,
Badwin's ICA 19 comments on
lots, compiled from various
sources, lot 93 (Forth coming)
- Sotheby's, London, 2 Oct.
1986, no. 43

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 94 (2.98
gr.)

- The first dinar
with the mint
Makka

- Mistake striking in
date
- Un usual weight

A e 3

- Related to the
gold covering
Magam Ibrahim
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The same as dinar 252 but date
is:
Ol g Gpmnad g S5

As above but date is:
Orfila g (il ()

As above but date is:
Oflila g (a5

As above but the mint and date
formula is:

Oeal A Ay a5l 138 Gy ) s
Oty iy

As above but date is:
Oila g Cppilal g g

YAy
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Ay

A Ay a2 A 138 G ) s [V 2
Ol g iy s

A paly mem e & [YR

As above but the mint and date
formula is:
saa) A Ay yal) 138 Qs ) e
Gitilayg (g

As above but the mint and date
formulais:

(san) A Ay an 1) 138 Gy D)
Gitilayg Cprady

As above but date is:
Crfiila g Gyt g )

&
sy
dsm

)

Al Ciaal)

88 ial) mmmedll) gy 2ana [

&
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Q)
AL aaal)

98 piial) ) gy dana [

&
EVE Y
dsm

&
Al Al

0158 ial) mmmnsll J gan ) Sana [ 2

- Miles, RIC (1950), no. 287
(3.77 gr.), Comment p. 82

- Baldwin's ICA 4, no. 173 (2.97
gr.)

- Istanbul 1970, no. 385 (4.10 gr,
22mm) o) s 35S e

- Bernardi, no. 211 Ef

- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 95 (3.99
gr.)= Badwin's ICA 23, no. 247 [
- Badwin's ICA 19, no. 96 (4.12
gr.)

- Badwin's ICA 16, no. 302 (2.89
gr.)

- Spink, Auct. 22, no. 107 (3.94
gr.)

- Berlin 1898, no. 1638 (0—gr,
24.5 mm) [a-?]

- Emirates 1, no. 344 (4.10 gr.)
- Badwin's ICA 10, no. 117 (2.31
gr.) [b-B]

- S. Eshragh (2010), no. 1412
(2.29 gr, 25 mm)

- Bernardi, no. 216 Ef
- Badwin's ICA 22, no. 3175

(3.86 gr.) = Badwin's ICA 19, no.

97
- Busso Peus Nachf, Auct. 378,
no. 1263 (4,07 gr, 24 mm)

- SICA X, no. 489 (2.49 gr.)

-M & Eden 3, no. 233 (3.09 gr.)
-M & Eden 42, no. 719 (2.26
gr)

-M & Eden 48, no. 49 (2.92 gr.)
- M & Eden 49, no. 549 (2.69
gr)

- Baldwin's ICA 19, no. 99 (2.59
gr) Misreading 92 instead of 91
- Sotheby's 14 Oct. 1999, no.
314, (2.92 gr.)

- Sotheby's 25 June 1985, no.
115

- Bernardi, no. 226 Ef

- Baldwin's ICA 19, no. 98 (2.59
gr) = Baldwin's 23, no. 257

- Busso Peus Nachf, Auct. 378,
no. 1264 (4,21 gr, 24 mm)

ARARIRTIVEER ARA LT, (R SETERT S ICANA SRR

- Mule coin
pde (€= aa all 138
AL, 3% Jal il yiel
J sl 3] ¢ Fiaal)
s 2581 () 53 oy
dle i b giall cpuniaad)
A8 &l e

- Minted in the first
three months of
289

- Without 4l s

\A
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As above but a2 instead of Jis

As above but mint and date

formula is:
Gl A Aay b A1) 138 G ) e
Otilayg G

As above but date is:
Ol g G g 2

As above but date is:
Ol G g uad

Ny Ay
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As above but date is:
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&
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RN 5l - ANV pEN oy - DA g AN Al

Lgisntd Colparly 20 395 53155

e Y,ET) Y04 G0, (VaAAE) Ll
(e v
Gl 558 loss (Sl @i -
YY) a8, ) 4A0 Cagia ¢ adlus)
(ra Y50 can £,Y1)
bl Ll e S (g 50 g -
oV g IS sSnall Ana o8l jal) Canially
£,) .) o C,} w-0Y4de (éJ GA Ga
(EREE
el Sl s Sl (s 00 g -
Vg S el Ana o3l jal) Canilly
Ty80) 0 £l GO YAY G (A
(P YY o2
- FINT, no. AJ1 E2 (2.91 gr, 24
mm)
-SICA X, no 490 (2.95 gr.)
- Sotheby's 29- 30 Sep. 1988,
no. 159 ( 3.03 gr.)
- Spink Auct. 22, no. 108 (2.95
gr.)
- Baldwin's ICA 4, no. 179 (2.65
gr) = Baldwin's ICA 24, no. 4483
= Baldwin's Auct. 83, no. 5056
- Baldwin's ICA 7, no. 110 (3.15
gr)
- Baldwin's ICA 22, no. 3178
(2.86 gr)
-M & Eden 17, no. 797 (2.77
gr.)
-M & Eden 48, no. 50 (2.51 gr.)

-M & Eden 52, no. 999 (2.77
gr.)

-SICA X, no. 491 (2.54 gr.)
- Baldwin's ICA 10, no. 118 (2.94
gr)

-SICA X, no. 492 (2.88 gr.)

- Baldwin's ICA 19, no. 100 (2.88
gr)

-M & Eden 37, no. 625 (2.89
gr)

- Baldwin's ICA 10, no. 119 (3.11
gr.)

- Baldwin's ICA 22, no. 3214
(2.81 gr.)

- Sotheby's, 14 Oct. 1999, no.
315 (2.83 gr.)

- M & Eden 35, no. 595 (2.78
gr)

- M & Eden 48, no. 51 (2.90 gr.)
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- Baldwin's ICA 19, no. 101 (3.10
gr)

- SICA X, no. 493 (2.75 gr.)

- ANS, inv. no. 1973.37.285
(3.063 gr., 24 mm)

- Sotheby's 5 Oct. 1989, no. 380,
(2.55 gr.)

- Baldwin's ICA 4, no. 183 (2.87
gr.)

- Sotheby's, 20 April 1983, no.
25(2.99 gr.)
-M & Eden 48, no. 52 (2.86 gr.)

- Emirates 1, no. 345 (4.17 gr.)

-M & Eden 48, no. 53 (2.76 gr.)

- Baldwin's ICA 19, no. 102 (2.96
gr.)

- Bernardi, no. 325 Ef

- Baldwin's, ICA 24, no. 4392
(3.86 gr.)

- St. James auct. 24, no. 953
(3.64 gr.)

- Baldwin's, ICA 23, no. 328
(3.61gr.)

-SICAX, no. 494 (2.79 gr.)

- Bacharach, Ikhshidid , no. 210/
MAG 350a, The comment: pp.
72-73

S LAY Jseas 2 nm
S Bl 3%

ullie e gaay)
Ll jean b saYl
SIS AT I IR | [
O dana (p ian A

Sl s shall gyl

- Nicol, Fatimid, no. 384
- Baldwin's, ICA 4, no. 239 (0.96
gr., 13.8 mm)
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- SICA X, no. 495 (2.81 gr.)
- Bacharach, Ikhshidid , no. 211/
MAG 357a, The comment: pp.
72-73
- Baldwin's, ICA 19, no. 103
(2.78 gr.)
- SICA X, no. 496 (2.75 gr.)
-SICA X, no. 497(2.78 gr.)
- Nicol, Fatimid, no. 385 Baan ) 5kl Al
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- Nicol, Fatimid, no. 745
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- Nicol, Fatimid, no. 746 = M &
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AV 594 - Leuthold, Di un Dinaro coniato s Lo Sy 2y
alla Mecca da 'Al-Aziz 'Othman, e (ALY Ve
Estratto da Italia Numismatica, 358 Ll (it 5
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- Spink 37, no. 124, ( 0.30 gr.)
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The first phase of local coinage in Makka so far was only documented by ‘Alid-‘Abbasid dirham of the year 201 H. of which three are known:
1- Warsaw, Panstwowe Muzeum Archeologiczne [ex Chabrowka hoard, vd. M. Czapkiewicz and A. Kmietowicz in Wiedomosci Numizmatyczne
1973, p. 20, no. 18)2,923¢r, 24,8 mm) and comment p. 33]
2- Coll. E. Leuthold jr. Di un Dirham coniato alla Mecca Nel 201 H.)816 d.C) Da Muhammad Al-Dibaj, Schweizer Miinzblatter, May 1975, p.
42£)2.69 gr, 24 mm)
3- Sotheby’s auction May 1986, no. 367.

There is however literary evidence for the begining of coinage already in the year 200 H., then purely ‘Alid, The extension to the year 203 H., now

properly ‘Abbasid, is a novelty. The total lack of coinage from Makka for the following couple of decades may have been a result of the disastrous

floods destroying parts of the city in 202 H., but more plausibly, it was a result of ‘Abbasid low-mintage-Policy during that period.)The comment by

Lutz Ilisch, in the same auction.

4- The mint of Makka had three periods of activity under ‘Abbasid domination in which the first 201- 203 H. produced mainly dirhams, the second in
the early 250s only gold and the third and most productive from 282 continuously to about 310 H. both gold and silver. However, this gold coinage
remains excessively rare and most of the known dates)Istanbul 282) are attested only through single specimens.)Comment by Lutz Ilisch, in Busso
Peus Nachf 378, p. 112).

«(-a0Vo —011) 4_UL_' soinad] Guamell ale¥ A5 5550 po ki W g9 8 000 BT Lo diel )3 @3 3f oyl 32153 B Uad usgn (0)
oty oLl AT Sle el ma )3 a8, Cagya o ) Balis)
Spink & son, Coins of the Arab world, Auction 22, 17 March 1987, no. 109

6 The existence of this extraordinary coinage of al-‘Aziz ‘Uthman with the mintmark Makka has been recently revealed by the Jeddah hoard which
has been partly acquired by the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris. M&M, Basel 62, 1982, no. 102.
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