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Abstract: This is an analytical comparative study of an old southern Arabian inscription (dedicatory Qatabanic text),
engraved on a bronze plate, dating back to the beginning of the second period of Qatabanic history (fifth century BC).
Of that period we have only few Musnad Qatabanic inscriptions. This particular one is of sacrificial nature offered
to Hawkam (the main deity of Maryamah city) by a resident of the ancient city, named ('b Yada' Mahratyan) because
Hawkam protected him at times of war and peace. The importance of the inscription stems from presenting a new word
(n’f) and two nouns (‘rhm) as well as the new family name (Mahratyan). Additionally, the presence of Hawkam in the

inscription has important religious and political implications which are addressed in the study.
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