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Abstract: This article investigates the emergence of public and religious architectures in the towns of the Pre-Pottery

Neolithic “A”, paricularly those important sites of Northern Iraq and Southeastern Anatolia (Upper Tigris). The

analysis focuses on structural and architectural elements and some archaeological artifacts discovered there. The

study shows that the emergence of such buildings during this period was the result of several developmental factors

which characterized the early Neolithic period in the region. This study demonstrates that there were two types of

such buildings, the earliest of which were “house—shrines,” and then there were the independent public buildings with

specific ritual and social functions characteristic of the end of Pre-Pottery Neolithic “A” period.

.(Bonadarenko 2000: 9; Yartah 2004: 141)
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