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Abstract: The roots of the Kushite kingdom of Napata date back to the end of 11th Century. There was a local
chiefdom in the village of EI-Kurru, located 15 km south of Jebel Barkal in northern Sudan. By the middle of the Sth
Century B.C, the chiefdom became an organized state (Napata), extending its dominance all aver Egypt, adopting
the title of the “Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt”, before pushing north and engaging in conflicts with the Assyrians
of Mesopotamia. EI-Kurru cemetery houses the burial ground of the “Twenty-fifth Dynasty of Egypt”, kings, queens
and their ancestors. Previous and subsequent excavations revealed stages of continuous, interconnected architectural
development, starting from traditional mound burials to pyramids with rock-cut burial chambers with decorated walls.
This study aims to reveal the construction style, the philosophy of building and architecture development, the changes
that occurred and their effects, architecture relationship to the environment and belief, and the factors that helped its
development. The study will also attempt to explore the extent of its local character based on previous local traditions,

patterns and variations.
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