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Abstract: This article aims at shedding light on the urbanization and the first towns and cities founded in Jordan
during the Bronze Ages in general (ca. 3600 - 1200 BC). In addition, it discusses the claim published by archaeologists
arguing that there were neither cities nor states during the Early Bronze Age in the south of the Levant. To explain,
the results of several archaeological conducted studies at sites in Jordan such as Jawa, Jebel Mutawwagq, Khirbet ez-
Zeiraqoun, Khirbet Batrawi and Bab edh-Dhra’ are given as examples amongst other Early Bronze Age sites. Other
Middle (ca. 2000 - 1550 BC) and Late Bronze Age (ca. 1550- 1200 BC) city-states such as er-Rukais, Pella, Tell
Abu al-Kharaz, and Tell Zir'a were mentioned. Moreover, in identifying the earliest towns and cities founded in the
Ancient Near East, scholars must take into consideration the difference of the environment as a factor of change and
development. Thus, there is a big difference of the geographic location and the environment of south Mesopotamia
rather than that of the Black Desert, the high-ranges and the Jordan Valley regions of Jordan. To argue, it has been
assumed by the author that there was a gradual social, economic and political development and change through the
prehistoric and the Bronze Ages. And towns, cities and city-states appeared in Jordan from the Middle of the fourth
millennium through the third and second millennium BC. Then, they were followed by independent political identities

(Ammon, Moab and Edom), which were larger than the city-states.
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