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Abstract: 7KLV�LQVFULSWLRQ�UH�HGLWV�D�*UHHN�LQVFULSWLRQ�FDUYHG�E\�DQ�$UDELDQ�QRPDG�RI�WKH�̞ DUUDK�FDOOHG�
͂ă
HQ�VRQ�RI�.H˕VHPăQ�DQG�RIIHUV�D�IHZ�UHPDUNV�RQ�WKH�SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�$UDELF�*UHHN�ELOLQJXDOLVP�LQ�
the area roughly twenty centuries ago.

Keywords:�6DIDLWLF�LQVFULSWLRQV��*UHHN�LQVFULSWLRQV���$UDELDQ�QRPDG��͂ă
HQ�VRQ�RI�.H˕VHPăQ�

I. Introduction

Around 2000 years ago, an Arabian nomad 
QDPHG� ਋ƗޏHQ� VRQ� RI� .HতVHPƗQ��� served in 
a Roman auxiliary military unit in the basalt 
GHVHUW�HDVW�RI�ণDZUƗQ��+H�SURGXFHG�D�QXPEHU�
of Safaitic inscriptions during his time in the 
troop, for himself and one for his colleague, a 
Roman named Gaius. In 2020, I published a 
panel of his inscriptions in collaboration with 
Z. Al-Salameen, Y. Shdaifat, and R. Harahsheh, 
who had discovered these texts during their 
:DGL� DO�.KXঌDUƯ� HSLJUDSKLF� VXUYH\� SURMHFW���� 
These included three Safaitic texts and one 
Greek inscription. I will repeat the Safaitic texts 
below:

AGK-Saf 1

>O�ܲҵQ@�EQ�NۊVPQ�EQ�ܲQQڴ��ҴO�NQ�Z�ҴĞUT�VQW�
QJ\�ܲQQ�EQ�NۊVPQ�I�K�OW�VOP

µ>O�਋ƗޏHQ@�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�VRQ�RI�਋ƗQHQ�RI�
the lineage of Kawn and he set off to the inner 
GHVHUW� WKH� \HDU� ਋ƗQHQ� VRQ� RI� .HতVHPƗQ� ZDV�
DQQRXQFHG�FRPPDQGHU�VR��2�$OOƗW��PD\�KH�EH�
VHFXUH¶

AGK-Saf 2-3

O�J\ڴ�܈�ҴO�UP�K�GU�P�GU^E`܈�ҵUO

µ%\�*DLXV� RI� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� 5RPH�� DW� WKLV�
SODFH��IURP�>WKH@�^URDG`�RI�ৡޏUO¶

AGK-Saf 4

O�ܲҵQ�EQ�NۊVPQ

µ%\�਋ƗޏHQ�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ¶

7KH� LGHQWLW\� RI�*DLXV� ±�ZKHWKHU� D�5RPDQ�
VROGLHU�RU�RI¿FHU�±�LV�XQFOHDU��,W�VHHPV�XQOLNHO\�
that a Roman would have learned Safaitic 
and taken up carving inscriptions. Rather, it 
is more probable that the Safaitic text bearing 
KLV�QDPH�ZDV�FDUYHG�E\�KLV�FROOHDJXH��਋ƗޏHQ��
The use of ڴ� ҴO� UP to describe his identity as 
a Roman speaks to an Arabian view of social 
UHODWLRQV�±�WKH�ZRUG�ZDV�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�HTXDOO\�
to the genealogically-based nomadic tribes and 
nations like the Romans, Nabataeans, and Jews.���

In the original edition of this text, it was 
VXJJHVWHG� WKDW� ਋ƗޏHQ� QRW� RQO\� FDUYHG� WKH�
Safaitic texts but the three-line Greek one as 
ZHOO��7KH�¿UVW�WZR�OLQHV�RI�WKH�*UHHN�WH[W�ERUH�
KLV�KHOOHQL]HG�QDPH�LQ�WUDQVFULSWLRQ��7KH�WKLUG�
line was poorly carved but was, in any case, 
not the name of his grandfather, ܲQQ. From 
the photographs available to me, I carefully 
VXJJHVWHG� WKDW� LW� FRXOG� EH� UHDG� DV� İıȡ^Į`ș��
SHUKDSV�SURGXFLQJ�D�WUDQVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�SUH¿[�
FRQMXJDWLRQ� �SUHVHQW� WHQVH�� RI� WKH� FRPPRQ�
Safaitic verb srt “to serve in a troop.”��� The 
SUHVHQFH�RI�D�WUDQVFULEHG�$UDELF�SKUDVH�±�ZKLFK�
LV�QRW�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�±�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�*UHHN�
text was carved by an Arabic speaker.���
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,,��$�QHZ�WH[W�E\�਋ƗޏHQ�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�DQG�
a re-edition of his Greek text

During the 2019 Badia Epigraphic Survey 
expedition, I was able to visit the site of this 
panel and document the text more accurately, 
especially the Greek portion.��� But before we 
turn our attention to that inscription, let us 
GLVFXVV� DQRWKHU� WH[W� WKDW� ਋ƗޏHQ� SURGXFHG� LQ�
the same area. This inscription is carved along 
the edge of a stone belonging to a funerary 
complex of another group about 100 meters 
from the panel edited in 2020.��� It appears to 
have been carved after the primary inscriptions 
of the stone were set down, as it carefully avoids 
LQWHUVHFWLQJ�ZLWK�ODWWHU¶V�JO\SKV��

O�ܲҵQ�EQ�NۊVPQ�Z�VUW�VQW�QJ\�ܲQQ�EQ�NۊVPQ�I�K�OW�
Z�JGڲI�VOP

µ%\�਋ƗޏHQ�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�DQG�KH�VHUYHG� LQ�
D� WURRS� WKH� \HDU� ਋QQ� VRQ� RI� .HতVHPƗQ� ZDV�
DQQRXQFHG� FRPPDQGHU� VR�2�$OOƗW� DQG�*DGG�
ঋD\I��PD\�KH�EH�VHFXUH¶

਋ƗޏHQ��LQ�WKLV�LQVFULSWLRQ��GHVFULEHV�KLV�DFWLYLW\�
as srt “to serve in a troop”��� while in AGK-
Saf 1 he uses the verb ҴĞUT “to set off to the 
LQQHU�GHVHUW´��IXUWKHU�FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�ODWWHU�
can have a military connotation.��� The present 
LQVFULSWLRQ�FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�਋ƗޏHQ�ZDV�VHUYLQJ�LQ�D�
military unit, which included a Roman soldier.���� 
In 2021, I published a similar text produced by 
a Safaitic-writing soldier serving in a troop with 
a Roman and an Iranian mercenary.����

So then, let us return to the Greek inscription, 
$*.�*UN����7KH�¿QDO�OLQH�RI�WKH�*UHHN�WH[W��LW�
turns out, was subject to damage and only upon 
the close examination of the stone itself did its 
correct reading reveal itself. The photograph 
available to me when producing the original 
edition of this text caused the + sign to appear 
connected to the natural crack on the rock. 
This crack continued and reached the lower 
part of the Gamma, giving it the appearance 

)LJ�����$�VHFRQG� LQVFULSWLRQ�RI�਋ƗޏHQ�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�
(by the author).

Fig. 2: Photograph of AGK-Gr.

Fig. 3: Tracing of AGK-Gr 1.
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of a Sigma. However, on the stone it became 
clear that the two are in fact not connected and 
the reading of both letters should be Psi and 
Gamma, respectively. In addition to this, the 
letter that I originally took as a Theta was in fact 
a damaged epsilon, and a very lightly carved 
DQG� SHUKDSV� SDUWLDOO\� HUDVHG� HSVLORQ� ±� ZKLFK�
was not apparent on the original photograph 
±�IROORZHG�WKLV�OHWWHU��,�WKHUHIRUH�VXEPLW�D�QHZ�
tracing of the Greek text below.

Reading of AGK-Gr 1

ȉǹǼȃȅȈ

ȋǼȈǼȂǹȃȅȊ

ǼīȇȌǼ^(`

µ਋ƗޏHQ�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�^ZURWH`¶

7KH�FRUUHFW�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�¿QDO�OLQH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�
İȖȡȥİ^İ`��7KLV�ZRUG� GRHV� QRW�PHDQ� DQ\WKLQJ�
in the current form, but we may reconstruct the 
series of errors that led to it. I would suggest that 
਋ƗޏHQ�ZLVKHG�WR�WHUPLQDWH�KLV�*UHHN�LQVFULSWLRQ�
with ਩ȖȡĮȥİ�� WKH� �rd� VLQJXODU� DRULVW� RI� Ȗȡષғ ĳȦ�
“to write.” He accidentally omitted the Alpha 
following the Rho and moved directly to the 
Psi. Perhaps once he noticed this error while 
carving the Epsilon, he attempted to transform 
it to an Alpha but abandoned it as it would 
not be in the correct position. He then carved 
D�VHFRQG�HSVLORQ�DIWHU� LW��EXW� WKHQ�UHDOL]HG� WKH�
word was completely mutilated and attempted 
to erase it. One can speculate that the reason for 
the missing Alpha was the interference from the 
Safaitic writing tradition, which did not indicate 
word-internal short or long vowels.

Signatures terminating with “he wrote” are 
common in Nabataean but are quite rare in 
Safaitic.���� Nevertheless, this mutilated verb 
FRQ¿UPV�WKDW�਋ƗޏHQ�ZDV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�DOO�WKH�WH[WV�
RQ�WKH�SDQHO��+H�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�QRW�DV�FRQ¿GHQW�
in inscribing Greek as he was in Safaitic. While 
he carved his name in a relatively elegant script, 

he faltered when writing the verb, even though 
it is in a grammatically correct form. This may 
VXJJHVW�WKDW�਋ƗޏHQ¶V�GLI¿FXOWLHV�ZHUH�QRW�ZLWK�WKH�
language but with writing it, especially on rock.

III. Why write Greek?

There is a critical mass of Safaitic-Greek 
inscriptions such that we may afford some 
space to speculate on why these authors chose 
WR� FDUYH� *UHHN� JUDI¿WL�� VRPHWLPHV� DORQJVLGH�
their Safaitic compositions. Safaitic inscriptions 
ZHUH� PHDQW� WR� EH� FRQVXPHG� E\� SDVVHUVE\� ±�
they were meant to be read and interacted 
with.���� The texts contain central elements of 
SHUVRQDO� LGHQWLW\� ±� QDPHV�� JHQHDORJLHV�� DQG�
WULEDO� DI¿OLDWLRQV��7KH� FKRLFH� WR� XVH�*UHHN� LQ�
VXFK� D� FRQWH[W�PD\�EH� D�ZD\�RI� HPSKDVL]LQJ�
RQH¶V� FRQQHFWLRQ� ZLWK� WKH� VHWWOHG� ZRUOG� DQG�
VSHFL¿FDOO\� ZLWK� WKH� 5RPDQ�PLOLWDU\�� ERWK� RI�
which may have been matters of prestige.

Most Safaitic-Greek inscriptions are relatively 
short, usually repeating the name of the 
author, sometimes with the memorial formula 
ȂȃǾȈĬǾ����� They do not tell us much about 
WKHLU� DXWKRU¶V� FRPPDQG�RI�*UHHN�EXW� WKH\�GR�
display, to even those who do not know the 
ODQJXDJH��DQ�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWK�5RPH��2QH�RI�WKH�
longest Greek texts known so far is that of ĝDޏƗU�
VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ��DOVR�D�.DZQLWH��0DFGRQDOG�
HW�DO��SXEOLVKHG�WKHLU�WH[W�LQ������IURPޏ�ƯVƗZƯ��
Syria.����

Fig. 4: MISS.I 1 (Courtesy OCIANA).



ISSUE No. 45    January 202226

Ahmad Al-Jallad

௚ǹǹȇȅ௚� ȋǼ௚ǼȂǹȃȅȊ� ௚ǹǿĭǾȃȅ௚�
ĭȊȁǾ௚�ȋǹȊȃǾȃȍȃ

ĝDޏƗU�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ��ঋD\¿WH�RI�WKH�OLQHDJH�
of Kawn

The inscription is a signature: it gives not only 
ĝDޏƗU¶V�FODQ�EXW�DOVR�WKH�ODUJHU�WULEDO�FRQIHGHUDF\�
to which he belonged, the ҴƗO�  ��� As the�D\I.ڲ
editors remarked, a passerby read ĝDޏƗU¶V�*UHHN�
inscription and wrote a Safaitic inscription in 
reaction to it: O�ҴWP�EQ�UE��Z� ZJG�PO\�ĞҵU�µ%\�
�DQG��KH�IRXQG�WKH�LQVFULSWLRQ�RI��WP�VRQ�RI�5Eގ
ĝDޏƗU�¶�WUHDWLQJ�WKH�WH[W�H[DFWO\�DV�RQH�ZRXOG�D�
Safaitic inscription.����

ĝDޏƗU�SURGXFHG�DQRWKHU�WH[W�FRQWDLQLQJ�DOPRVW�
WKH�VDPH�FRQWHQW�DW�*KDGƯU�DO�*KXVD\Q��8QOLNH�
WKH�ODUJH��PRQXPHQWDO�OHWWHUV�FDUYHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�

inscription, this one is much humbler, carved 
by a small, sharp instrument. This version is a 
bit more elaborate, perhaps owing to the fact 
that its small letters were not as laborious to 
carve as his previous text.����

௚ǹǹȇȅ௚�ȋǼ௚ǼȂǹȃȅȊ�ȉȅȊ�ȋǼ௚ǼȂǹȃȅȊ�
௚ǹǿĭǾȃȅ௚�ĭȊȁǾ௚�ȋǹȊȃǾȃȍȃ�ȂȃǾ௚ĬǾ

µ0D\�ĝDޏƗU�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�VRQ�RI�.HতVHPƗQ�
D� ঋDL¿WH� RI� WKH� VHFWLRQ� RI� .DZQLWHV� EH�
UHPHPEHUHG¶

3HUKDSV�WKHQ�LW�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�WKDW�WZR�PHQ�RI�WKH�
lineage of Kawn and ultimately of the lineage 
RI�ঋD\I�ZHUH�XVLQJ�*UHHN��,W�FRXOG�EH�WKDW�WKH�
section of Kawn had particularly good relations 
with the Romans and were habitually drafted 
into Roman auxiliary military units. As such, 
some of its members came to regard Greek as a 
marker of their identity.

Sigla

AGK-Saf Safaitic inscriptions in Al-Jallad et 
al. 2020.

AGK-Grk Greek inscription in Al-Jallad et al. 
2020.

MISS.I Safaitic inscriptions in Macdonald 
et al. 1996.

NEH Safaitic inscriptions in Al-Salameen 
et al. 2018.

SafDict Al-Jallad and Jaworska 2019.

)LJ�� ���7KH� LQVFULSWLRQ� RI� ĞޏU� EQ� NতVPQ� DW�*KDGƯU� DO�
*KXৢD\Q��SKRWR�E\�WKH�DXWKRU��
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Notes
(1)  The vocalization of this name derives from its Greek transcription in AGK-Gr 1.

(2)  Al-Jallad et al. 2020.

(3)  See Macdonald 2020. The Jews are frequently referred to as an Ҵl; on these references, see Al-Jallad 2021a: 43. A 
Nabataean who carved – or had carved for him – a Safaitic inscription refers to his social group, the Nabataeans, as 
an Ҵl as well; see NEH 13. On the use of Ҵl in the inscriptions of ancient Arabia, see Macdonald and Nehmé 2015.

(4)  SafDict, 123.

(5)  There is one inscription which transcribes the Arabic language of the Safaitic inscriptions in Greek letters; see Al-
Jallad and al-Manaser 2015.

(6)  This mission aims to comprehensively document the epigraphy and associated archaeological sites in the Jordanian 
˔DUUDK��,W�ZDV�LQLWLDWHG�LQ������E\�0LFKDHO�0DFGRQDOG��7KH������VXPPHU�FDPSDLJQ�ZDV�OHG�E\�$KPDG�$O�-DOODG�
and Ali al-Manaser.

(7)� �7KH�VWRQH�EHORQJV�WR�D�IXQHUDU\�FRPSOH[�RI�D�PDQ�FDOOHG�͂ăޏHQ�VRQ�RI�.DU]ăQ��7KH�VLWH�ERDVWV�QHDUO\�WZR�GR]HQ�
texts mentioning grieving for him, the construction of his nfs “funerary monument” and his burial. The edition of 
these texts and a description of the site is in preparation. 

(8)  See Macdonald 2014 on the interpretation of this word; see also SafDict 123.

(9)  For further examples of the use of ҴŋUT�LQ�D�PLOLWDU\�FRQWH[W��VHH�$O�-DOODG���������

(10)  On this phenomenon, see Macdonald 2014.

(11)  See Al-Jallad and Bernard 2021.

(12)��$�FRPPRQ�ZD\�RI�WHUPLQDWLQJ�1DEWDHDHQ�JUDIÀWL�LV�WKH�SKUDVH�NWE�´KH�ZURWHµ�RU�NWE�\G�K�´WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�KLV�KDQG�µ�

(13)  Al-Jallad, forthcoming. 

(14)  An important exception is NEJII Grk2, in which the author translates the narrative portion of his Safaitic  
inscription into Greek. Unfortunately, this writer only recorded his name with no genealogy, so it is impossible to 
determine if he, too, was a Kawnite.

(15)  See Macdonald et al. 1996: 480-484.

(16)��2Q�WKH�OLQHDJH�RI�.DZQ�DQG�ʽDLI��VHH�0DFGRQDOG�����������

(17)��2Q�WKH�LQVFULSWLRQ�ÀQGLQJ�IRUPXOD��VHH�$O�-DOODG�DQG�-DZRUVND����������

(18)  This text has the siglum MG 1 in OCIANA but has not yet been formally published.

�²R4�±�`=97;�:�±�P�­�ÐC�Ò��ÐC:����`��`�C
�a�����d7�R�¯���dgC6j�U7��³«±R��G���±�±Q��P=4��¤V Û�9�
�E72;:�±�²R��P;��E�C�89��E59��E=7�R��±�»Ò¹�G�C��±�U�C;���V;�±�^=9���P4���Ð±»b��ÌR��³ ÛR��±�±b;8
�ÔQ�±

�ÏC��d6�­�^��
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