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The Registration of  Hima Cultural Area  

Important archaeological and cultural sites both in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and other Arab 

countries, thankfully continue to be registered on the World Heritage List of the United Nations 

(GXFDWLRQDO��6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�&XOWXUDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��81(6&2���7KLV�SURFHVV�DLPV�DW�GRFXPHQWLQJ�DQG�
SURWHFWLQJ�WKHVH�VLWHV��UHDI¿UPLQJ�WKH�FXOWXUDO�GHSWK�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�OLYHG�RQ�WKHVH�VLWHV�RQ�WKLV�
blessed  land.  Hima Cultural  Area has been registered for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and this is 

the sixth Saudi heritage site registered on the World Heritage List.

The registration of the “ Hima Cultural  Area” in Najran Region, in  south west Saudi Arabia, 

represents a new success for the efforts that aims  at protecting  traditional and archaeological sites 

in the Kingdom. With its wide geographical area across the Arabian Peninsula, Saudi Arabia is 

rich in important heritage and archaeological sites that represent an important and strategic part on 

WKH�PDS�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�WKDW�WKH�.LQJGRP�KDV�ZLWQHVVHG�GXULQJ�YDULRXV�KLVWRULFDO�HUDV��
The registration of these heritage sites on the World Heritage List aims provides the protection and 

UHKDELOLWDWLRQ��WKHVH�VLWHV�QHHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV��7KLV�DFWLRQ�UHDI¿UPV�WKH�
cultural role of the Kingdom, the rich historical depth of those sites and the pride the Kingdom takes 

in its national identity. The kingdom of Saudi Arabia  regards its national heritage as one of its main 

components, based on the Saudi Vision 2030.

7KH��+LPD�&XOWXUDO��$UHD�LV�ORFDWHG�RQ�DQ�DUHD�RI�����NP���LQFOXGLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�¿YH�KXQGUHG�URFN��
panels, with hundreds of rock art images and inscriptions written in ancient scripts, such as Al-Qalam, 

Thamudic, Nabati, and Southern Musnad script, as well as some early Arabic inscriptions and others.

The area also includes various types of stone structures and stone tool sites, with the oldest dating 

back to the Acheulean period and continuing to the Neolithic period.

Hima Cultural area was an important  station for commercial caravans  travelling towards the 

north or south of the Arabian Peninsula. The area has had a number of water wells where caravans had 

their water supplies to ensure their safety, having enough water when crossing deserts and desolate 

areas.

***

The Fourth Adumatu Conference

With the publication of this issue, Adumatu Journal announces its intention to hold its fourth 

conference. This conference will be held from 14-15 Shawwal 1444 AH, 4-5 May 2023 AD,  entitled 
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"Religious Structures in the Arab World through the Ages, in the Light of Recent Archaeological 

Discoveries".

The editorial board of Adumatu has decided that the conference would be held in Manama, Kingdom 

RI�%DKUDLQ��WR�VWUHVV�WKDW�$GXPDWX�SOD\V�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�DV�D�µEULGJH¶�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�LWV�
place of origin in Al-Jouf Region, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and other brethren Arab countries. 

7KLV�GHFLVLRQ�DOVR�VWUHVVHV�$GXPDWX¶V�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR� WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DQG�
distribution of archaeological knowledge in the Arab World.

Moreover, the editorial board of Adumatu welcomes the participation of researchers from various 

$UDE�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�HQULFKPHQW�RI�VFLHQWL¿F�UHVHDUFK��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLOO�EH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�VFLHQWL¿F�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
researchers in matters concerning modern religious structures in the Arab World. The conference will 

also be an opportunity to learn about the historical and cultural aspects that the various regions of the 

Arab World have experienced through the ages.

***

 A farewell to those we lost

7KH�$UDE�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�IDPLO\�UHFHQWO\�ORVW�WZR�RI�LWV�SURPLQHQW�DUFKDHRORJLVWV��7KH�¿UVW�ZDV�
Professor Youssef Mukhtar Al-Amin, Secretary of the Arab Council of the General Union of Arab 

Archaeologists, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Sudanese Authority for Antiquities and 

Museums, and the former Director of the International University of Africa. Adumatu Journal was 

also honored by his membership to its advisory board, as well his valuable contributions in the areas 

of publishing and academic refereeing.

Professor Al-Amin graduated from the Department of History, the Faculty of Arts at the University 

RI�.KDUWRXP�LQ������$'��$IWHU�WKDW��KH�HDUQHG�D�%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH�LQ�$UFKHRORJ\�IURP�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�
$UFKHRORJ\�DQG�$QWKURSRORJ\�DW�&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\��(QJODQG�LQ������$'��DQG�0DVWHU¶V�DQG�3K'�
Degrees from the same faculty in 1979 AD. He worked as an assistant professor in the Department of 

Archeology at the University of Khartoum until 1983 AD. After that, he joined King Saud University, 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to work in the Department of Archeology and Museums at the Faculty 

of Arts. Upon the completion of his tenure at King Saud University, Professor Al-Amin moved to 

the International University of Africa to work in the Department of Archeology, and then assumed 

the position of Rector of the University for a limited period. He chose to resign from this position to 

GHYRWH��KLV�WLPH�WR�VFLHQWL¿F�UHVHDUFK���,W�ZDV�QRW�ORQJ�EHIRUH�KH�SDVVHG�DZD\��PD\�$OODK�EOHVV�KLV�
soul.

Professor Al-Amin was known for his generosity and dedication to his work, and he excelled in 

HGXFDWLRQDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�DQG�UHVHDUFK��+H�DOVR�VXSHUYLVHG�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV��ZKR�EHQH¿WHG�
IURP�KLV�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHUWLVH�LQ�WKH�YDULRXV�¿HOGV�RI��DUFKDHRORJ\�DQG�KHULWDJH��3URIHVVRU�$O�
Amin, along with his colleagues, have made an effective and tangible contribution to the growth 

and distinction of the Department of Archeology at King Saud University, especially in developing 

DQG�SURSRVLQJ��DFDGHPLF�FXUULFXOD�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�FRXUVHV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKH�SKLORVRSKLFDO�DQG�VRFLHWDO�

EDITORIAL



ISSUE No. 45    January 20226

EDITORIAL

aspects of archeology. Professor Al-Amin, along with his colleagues, Prof. Al-Abbas Sayed Ahmed 

DQG�'U��$EGXOODK�0�� �$OVKDUHNK�� KDG� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F� OHDG� LQ� REWDLQLQJ� D� UHVHDUFK� JUDQW� IURP�.LQJ�
$EGXOD]L]�&LW\�IRU�6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\�WR�FRQGXFW�D�¿HOG�VWXG\�RI�WKH�DUFKDHRORJLFDO�VLWH�RI�$O�
Thumamah in Riyadh Region. Their research led to distinctive and unique results.

+LV�VFLHQWL¿F�OHJDF\�LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�RI�DXWKRUVKLS�DQG�WUDQVODWLRQ�LQFOXGHG�D�ERRN�LQ�$UDELF�HQWLWOHG�
“Ethnoarchaeology: The Archaeological Study of Contemporary Material Culture”, 2008. He also 

translated many books, including: Girls of Sheba 2001, Features of the Traditional Culture of the 

Asir Province 2002 AD, The Land of Madyan 2003 AD, and many others. Professor Al-Amin also 

SXEOLVKHG�VHYHUDO�VFLHQWL¿F�DQG�FXOWXUDO�DUWLFOHV�LQ�YDULRXV�$UDE�SXEOLFDWLRQV��+H�ZDV�DOVR�NHHQ�WR�
SURPRWH�DZDUHQHVV�UHJDUGLQJ�DUFKHRORJ\�DQG�KHULWDJH�LVVXHV�DQG�WKHLU�VLJQL¿FDQFH�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
life. The Arab Council of the Union of Arab Archaeologists honored Professor Al-Amin with the 

$SSUHFLDWLRQ�$ZDUG�IRU�$UDE�$UFKDHRORJLVWV� LQ������IRU�KLV�VFLHQWL¿F�FRQWULEXWLRQV�DQG�HIIRUWV� LQ�
research.

7KH� VHFRQG�$GXPDWX�PHPEHU�ZKR�ZLOO� EH�PLVVHG� LV�'U��1RXUD�$EGXOODK�$O�$OL�$O�1D¶LP�� D�
member of the advisory board of Adumatu, and a faculty member at King Saud University. She 

VSHFLDOL]HG�LQ� WKH�DQFLHQW�KLVWRU\�RI� WKH�$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD��HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�6KHED�� WKH�
+LP\DULWH�.LQJGRP��'U��1RXUD�ZDV�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�NQRZQ�IRU�KHU�DELOLW\�WR�UHDG��VWXG\�DQG�DQDO\]H�
the texts of the Southern Musnad script. 

'U��1RXUD�FRPSOHWHG�KHU�XQGHUJUDGXDWH��0DVWHU¶V�DQG�'RFWRUDO�VWXGLHV�DW�.LQJ�6DXG�8QLYHUVLW\��
majoring in the ancient history of the Arabian Peninsula. She worked at the same university as a 

IDFXOW\�PHPEHU�VLQFH������$+�������$'���WKHQ�DV�D�GHSXW\�IRU�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+LVWRU\���WKHUHDIWHU�
as a deputy for the College of Arts. She was a member of the Saudi Historical Society, the Society 

of History and Archeology in the Gulf Cooperation Council, the Union of Arab Historians, and the 

British Society for Arabic Studies. In 1412 AH, she had a book published on the economic situation 

in the Arabian Peninsula from the 3rd Century BC to the 3rd Century AD. Also, in 1420 AD, she 

published the book of legislation in southwestern Arabia until the end of The Himyarite Kingdom.

She was known, may her soul rest in peace, for her  talent, wisdom, dedication to work, and 

SDVVLRQ�WR�DWWHQG�VFLHQWL¿F�FRQIHUHQFHV�DQG�IRUXPV�LQ�KHU�¿HOG�RI�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ��ZKHWKHU�LQVLGH�WKH�
Kingdom or abroad.,    In partnership with her brothers and sisters, She established an award in the 

KRQRU�RI� WKHLU� IDWKHU��+LV�([FHOOHQF\� �0U��$EGXOODK�$O�$OL�$O�1D¶LP�� WLWOHG�³$EGXOODK�$O�$OL�$O�
1D¶LP�$ZDUG�IRU�6HUYLFH�WR�WKH�+LVWRU\�DQG��$UFKDHRORJ\�RI�WKH�$UDELDQ�3HQLQVXOD´��$�\HDU�ODWHU��
she requested the establishment of a similar award in the Union of Arab Historians at the level of the 

$UDE�:RUOG�XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�³$EGXOODK�$O�1D¶LP�$ZDUG�IRU�6HUYLFH�WR�WKH�+LVWRU\�DQG�&LYLOL]DWLRQ�RI�
the Arab World".

May Allah have mercy on their kind souls.

Editor -in-Chief


