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Abstract: This article presents an early Sabaean inscription recently discovered in al-Mikrab (Marib oasis) related

to Sabaean pilgrimage rituals. This inscription is declared as a divine ordinance, where the god Almaqah ordered

the family of Damran, who were considered as God servants (vsdnn), to slaughter for a banquet for the procession

of pilgrims, heading towards the Temple of Dafran, on the eighth day of pilgrimage. This inscription may provide us

with linguistic and religious relations between the Sabaean and Meccan pilgrimage terminology, such as the sidanah,

slaughtering during the days of the Tasriq, and perhaps performing prayers in a place called the Musarragq.
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Transcription:
1- dt wgh 'Imgh bl "'wm b-ms’lm bny dmrn dt y$dnn
b-t'—
2- mm b-tmnym db-h-w yfrn (d)frn slfn (d)t'(b)r dn wtfn
3- brn msrqn w-dbh mshm b-hrnm (g)ys(n) b-tmnym bm
dn ym
4- tmn yfrn dfrn w-wqgh (")lmgh 1-str dt flytn b-wtf
5- [...] (r)y / b(ny) [dmrn /] (Sfthymw / [..] w/w [...]
Translation:
1- This is what ‘'Imgh lord of Awam ordered in His

oracle, the family of Damran who perform service for

the god

2- in public, in the eighth (day), on which they perform
pilgrimage to Dafran (temple of) Salfan, on the basis

of this document

3- in the msrq (?). And to slaughter (for) a banquet in the

procession of Hartinum in the eighth day

4- of Dafran pilgrimage. And 'Imgh ordered to write this

ordinance in a document

5- ... the family of Damran ... he promised them ...
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