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Abstract: This study explores the socio-economic relations of an architectural unit that was present in the villages of
Jordan until the end of the last century, known as al-Baydar, or “the threshing square”. In this square, farmers did
processes to wheat and barley to loosen the edible part of grain from the chaff to which it is attached. The main focus
of this study was on Sanfaha village in Tafilah Governorate, Jordan. This study follows the ethnographic approach to
unravel the socio- economic relations associated with this architectural unit (al-Baydar), and provide information and
ideas that would benefit researchers in archeology and anthropology about the nature of ancient societies by focusing
on al-Baydar’s socio-cultural, spatial and functional dimensions. Threshing squares reflect many of the cultural,

social, and economic features that differ from one threshing square to another, depending on the nature of the groups

that owned them.
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