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Abstract: Following investigative and comparative analysis methods, the paper deals with a Musnadi inscription,
written in the Sabaean dialect, recently found at al-Ukhdud (the Groove) site in Najran. This inscription is a legislative
document issued by god d-S'mwy, the god of the area of Rajmah in Zarban city at Najran (currently al-Ukhdud),
warning visitors of committing sins inside his shrine, called Al-Ka'aba, at his altar, sacred limits, or his stones, sinners
are ordered to sacrifice an animal to be slaughtered at the altar in his temple (Al-Ka'aba) located in Zarban. The
importance of the inscription lies in that a new king's name is engraved on it; the king is Hooter hwtr ‘Att bn drhan bn
Mesk, King of Amir, who probably reigned in the third century BC. What lends more importance to the inscription is
that it supports the claim that the real location of al-Ukhdiid in Najran (currently known as Qala'a ‘castle’) is the place
occupied by the old Zarban city, as well as the new vocabulary written on it, which is of Classical Arabic origin (e.g.

hlg, ldy, t'qr, ‘qrtm).
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