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Abstract: Archeological excavations in Mesopotamia have yielded substantial evidence for the ritual activities in
daily life. These objects excavated in graves or discovered in temples include harps, vessels, bowls, cups, jars, and
incense burners, all sometimes made of precious materials, altars, and divine emblems. Many of them can be described
as ‘cultic tools and instruments’. This archaeological information is supplemented by references in cuneiform texts
related to the ancient religion of the Babylonians and Assyrian such as epics, legends, and omen and divination texts.
In this article, we review a number of ritual tools found in the temples of Mesopotamia, examining their functions as
well as the ways, places, and times in which they were used.
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