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Abstract. Amongst other countryside cities, Hatra stands out for its sculptures; this research focuses on the statues of this
Iragqi city, exploring two forms of sculpting styles: the embossed and the carved. The paper addresses the ways the three-
phase political development of Hatra shaped the city’s sculpting traditions. Two major points have to be considered here:
First, understanding Hatra’s sculpting traditions in terms of the execution style and, Second, the ways and methods used
in sculpturing. The sculpture (jalfa) has left a special character in terms of technical style for sculpting by highlighting the
deletion, modification, and using pelleting style in carving. It also introduced the element of exaggeration as a cognitive
technique to highlight the aesthetic values in the anatomy of the body. Finally, the paper explains the characteristics of

sculpting styles that belong to ancient Iraqi heritage as well as some other borrowed styles.
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