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Abstract. This paper deals with the location of ‘Umana port which is situated in the Arabian
Gulf Region, and mentioned in some Classical sources. Several places have been suggested
for ancient ‘Umana on the Persian and Arabian coasts of the Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman. The site of ad-Dur on the coast of the U.A.E. is the best candidate, as is indicated by
the archaeological remains of the site and by indications in some Classical sources.

The population of the site may have been Arabs from south of Arabia. The prevalent language
may have been Arabic, written in monumental South Arabian script; Aramaic may also have
been spoken in the area. Trade was the main occupation of the people. Archaeological finds,
local and imported coins and pottery indicate contacts and exchange with south-eastern Iran,
Carmania. India, Mesopotmia, Elam, south Arabia, Failakah, Bahrain and the Roman World.
Local products (boats, cloth, wine, iron and gold) are mentioned by the periplus of the
Erythraean Sea as products of ‘Umana. Agriculture was known in the site as is attested by
some archaeological finds. Fishing, hunting and pasturing are evident by the remains of the
shells, fish and domesticated and wild animals.
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