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The Grammatical Movement in
Bilad Al- Sham

This is a brief research paper on the development of grammar in Syria since its inception
till modern times. It deals with how this discipline came to this country, the scholars who
introduceds it and their schools of thought, the extent of their contributions and their
infleunce which they left behind. It also deals with learning centers which served as a
lighthouse for Arabic sciences in general and grammar in particular, as will as the changes
which it underwent throught different ages.

This research starts with the reasons for the rise of grammar and the social as well as
cultural foundations which contributed to its development. In fact this discipline reached
Syria later than other Islamic countries. This was due to the fact that the Syrians were
more interested in religious sciences than grammar. Moreover, Damascus was the Galiphate
capital where the Calighs were concerned with literature which curtailed the spread of
colloquialism among its people.

Among the important scholars who brought grammar to that country was Al-Zajjaji
who was highly influenced by Al-Basra school, also Abu Ali Al-Farisi, Ibn Al-Hajib, Ibn
Malik and others whose work testify for the developmont of that science.

In addition to this, the rulers’ concern with scholarship and scholars had given them
not only zeal but also attracted top scholars. For example, the Ayyubite dynasty was not
less concerned with science than the Fatimide dynasty, and the Mamluk dynasty was the
same. Each dynasty tried to excell over the other by emphasizing one of the cultural and
educational landmarks which would serve enhancing its prestige and stability among the
people. The mosque was no longer the center of learning this discipline and other disciplines.
Different schools arose and stood by the mosque among which were special schools for
grammar.

Other factors had contributed to the rise of grammar in Syria among which was the arrival
of schoalrs from the East and Arab west in Egypt and Syria looking for security and stability
after the fall fo Baghdad and Andalusia.

During the period of its development, grammar was combined with logic, many
grammatical texts were authored, to facilitate the study of grammar and help the students,
more attention was given to quotations sering as textual evidence, and grammatical puzzles.

However, this science declined during the Tirks and became characterized by summarizing
lenghthy essays and extensive explanations and footnotes.

In this research the biography of certain pioneers in the field and its development in
Syria is included.
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