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Abstract. As one of the earliest significant developments in human history, domestication of

animals is a complex process that goes well beyond the mere bringing of animals into captivity.

Archaeology has constantly paid a special attention to animals domestication and its role in the

advancement of early human societies and organization. The coplexity of domestication as a process

has led to a variety of approaches aiming at grasping and comprehending its prequisities, the

constituents of donesticatiom, the environmental conditions that facilitated this process and the

results of domestication. This paper looks into the direct and the indirect evidence of animal

domesticatiom that can be detected from the archaeological cintext. it also views the conseqences

and changes that domestication have brought to human societies and to the newly domesticated

animals. The paper equally looks into the biological, ecological, cultural and economic changes and

the evidence for these changes.
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Subsistence economy is the production and distribution carried on at the local community level, primarily for local

consumption (Bodely 1997: 33).
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