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Abstract. Many countries have suffered the pillage of its cultural heritage as reflected in its

archaeological and ethnographical materials. among the factors responsible for this were illegal

activities of some missionaries tourists and diplomats, under the umbrella of the colonial

administration. This was crowned by local theft and looting, unauthorized excavations, passivity of

authorities, incompetence of staff, lack of detailed information, inventories and legal frameworks and

insufficient severity of penalties. The United nations and other regional and local organizations have

been actively engaged in fighting illicit traffic, transfer of ownership and restitution of cultural

property. many conventions and treaties were adopted and many efforts were undertaken. But these

were hindered by a wide range of obstacles, which have acted combinedly to create a difficult and

complex situation. This article deals with these issues and recommends some measures.
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