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Abstract. Surveying the most tmportant archaealogzcal research carrzed out by foreign expe-
ditions on prehistoric Sudan and Egypt since the beginning of the last century, this paper
presents a critical assessment of the methodological and theoretical orientations of that re-
search. In doing so, the study seeks to establish trends in research on prehzstorlc Nile Valley
-and evaluate them in the light of the major intellectual developments in modern archaeology
‘worldwide. The paper identifies three stages of development in the archaeological research in
this area; each has its own methodological characteristics and ideological underpinnings.
The trends so described, sometimes approximate universally recognized methodological and
theoretical trends, while at others they branch off. Still these stages of developments fall short_
of constzlutmg sustained paradzgms The paper also addresses the dzﬁ‘:culnes researchers may
face in the area and suggests ways of overcommg Ihem
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